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RIS N publiſhing the following Nartitive, my 
Deſign is not to inflame your groundleſs 
828 Reſentment againſt the Jews; but to turn 
| your Anger from them, if I'can, into, a 


Laugh ; by preſenting to you a moſt incomparable | 


drol Piece or Farce, as it was acted in the Year 
1666, on the great Theatre of this World, by Sa- 
Batay Sevi and his ſtrolling Fews. _ 

Sure, if you gave yourſelves leave to conſider i it, 
you could not be angry with Men who are more 
able to divert than hurt you: And if you will only 
let them be eaſy, you may expect to be entertained 
from Time to Time with their ſuperſtitious Gam- 
Bols i in the ſame extraordinary manner. 

But to be ſerious. Why ſhould you envy ; the 
Jews. the little Feather in their Cap, which they 
have lately purchaſed, perhaps at ten times 4 
greater Rate than it is worth to them? If your 
Prejudices will ſuffer you to look into the Act, 
you will find it to be no more than a Feather. 
Confider too, that the Fews, however different 
from you by Nation or Religion, are equally your 
Common Brethren, and derived from one common 
rock with the reſt of Mankind. Don't let 'your 


Paſſion 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
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Paſſion make you forget the Kindneſs you owe 
them on account of that Relationſhip. 

This Narrative-may alſo help to cure you of your 
preſent Error, by making you look into yourſelves, 
and enquire whether you are not following a falſe 


Light, or falſe Guides, in your preſent Frenzy. 


You are, in my Opinion, running into the ſame 
ſort of Infatuation which tranſported you in the 


Time of Sacheverel: When that Trumpeter of Se- 


dition wrought up your Paſſions to imagine that the 


| Church was in Danger from the Pre/byterians. On 


this memorable Occaſion you overlooked the real 
Danger which you were then, and always are, in 
rom Papiſts, to behold. an imaginary one on the 


Side of Diſſenters. _— 


This ſeems to be the caſe with you now: For 


what Danger can either the State or Church incur 


from permitting the Fews to enjoy their natural 
Rights in common with thoſe of other Religions? 
May not Men be good Subjects in a Chriſtian State, 
though not Chriſtians themſelves? It is to be feared 
that the worſt Subjects in the Realm are ſome of 
thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians : Can Fews:be 
ſo bad Subjects as Papiſts, or Proteſtant Facobrees,. 
who, if poſſible, are worſe than Papiſts ? Are 
they more prone to rebel and ſubvert the Govern- 
ment they live under; of which we have frequent 


Inſtances, and with which we are daily threatened, 


by the Papiſts? 5 


— «” 


Can the Fews hate Proteſtants and aim to deſtroy 


#3 
* 


them ſo much as Papiſts? Are they obliged by 
their Eccleſiaſtical Laws and Councils under Pain 
of Damnation, as the Papiſts are, to extirpate 4s, | 


. when in their Power? Have not the Papiſts actually 


put their bloody Laws in Execution by Perſecu- 
tions, Holy- Wars, and Maſſacres; among which 
that of Ireland, in 1641, ſhould never be out of 
A * 
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our Remembrance? Caſt your Eye on their Hell; 
Ladd which their Deviliſh Clergy call Holy, 
ſet up to deſtroy thoſe who had eſcaped their pub- 
lic Slaughters. They lately burnt a young Maiden 


at Liſbon for profeſſing Fudaiſm. Do you like them 
for that? They would do the ſame by you. — But 


let them remember, their Cruelty in the Weſt is re- 
taliated, in ſome Meaſure, by the Princes of the 
Eaſt, on their Miſſioners, who have been extirpated 
out of Siam, Tungquin, China, and Japan, by like 
cruel Torments. May all Perſecutors be ſo ſerved! 


| Nec Lex eſt juſtior ulla. 55 
Now as the Jews have no ſuch bloody and firy 


Laws againſt Heretics and other Recuſants, as the 


Romiſh Church has eſtabliſhed, why ſhould you be 


ſo alarmed at them? why more than your wiſer - 


Brethren? And if they had, have they Power 
to do you any Miſchief ? Are they the hundredth 
part ſo numerous as the Papiſts? You have ſo little 
to apprehend from Jews, with reſpect to your Re- 
ligion, that in caſe of an Attack upon it from any 
other Quarter, you might depend on them for 
their Aſſiſtance. You will ſee by the following 
Hiſtory that they make a vaſt Difference between 
Proteſtants and Papiſts, whom they deteſt for their 
Idolatries, of ſeveral Kinds. You may be ſure 
then that they would never join them againſt you : 
And would you deny your Friends the ſame com- 
mon Rights, which you allow your moſt inveterate 


Enemies? I ſhould think it well for England if the - 


Fews were as numerous as Papiſts; they would 
then make a good Balance againſt them : Or it 
might be better {till if all the Papifts were Jes; 
ſince we have ſo many Popiſb Nations about us 
ready to aſſiſt them, while the Fews can hope no- 
thing from foreign Aid. This makes a very ſmall 


Number of Papiſts more dangerous to the Land 


a than 


* 


1 
j 
| 
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| than a Multitude of Jews. I ſhall add another 

| reat Advantage which would accrue in caſe all the 

Pagits were Jeus; and that is, that the Land 

would then be purged from Idolatry, which is ſo 

| offenſive to the Deity and all wiſe (that is good) 
Men: But a Confideretion of this Kind may poſ- 
Gbly be looked-on as too refined for your indolent 
way of thinking. 

it has been ſaid, that it is directly oppoſite to the 
Eſſence of our Conſtitution to admit any Perſons as 
Members of our Civil Community, who are not, 

| Chriſtians. For my Part, I ſhould think it more 
oppolite to admit Papiſts, than Fews, or even ſuch 
Proteſtants as I have mentioned, who are our 
ſworn and declared Enemies; unleſs the whole 
Eſſence of Chriſtianity conſiſts in the Name of 
| Chriſtians, without any of the Principles: For with 
[ regard to Chriſtianity itſelf, can Fews be greater 
Enemies to it than Papiſts? I their Religion more 
| inconſiſtent with it, or have they done more to 
1 overthrow it ? Have not the Papiſts thrown-out all 
| the Articles of true Chriſtianity, to introduce others 
M of a quite contrary Nature, to ſerve their Ambition 
| and Intereſt, and retained in Effect nothing but 
| the Name? While the Doctrines of the Trinity 
| and the Incarnation, the Sacraments, and other 
| Points, ſerve only as Funds for ſupplying them 
with Objects of idolatry. 

St. Hillary ſays, tis better to dem Chriſt, thas 
za deviſe Fables HF him. If fo, they who commit 
Idolatry commit a greater Crime, and are leſs 
Chriſtians than they who deny him; and there is 
Reaſon for it, fince Chriſtianity does not conſiſt ſo 
much in profeſſing to believe the Divinity of Chriſt, 
as in obſerving his Law. And if he is not a Jew 
who is 4 Jew outwardly, neither is he a Chriſtian 

who is a Chriſtian outwardly. At leaſt I will ven⸗ 
ture to aſſert, chat Jeus are as much, if not more 
4 Chriſtians, : 


—— . — — — 
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Chriftians, than Papiſts, and their Religion infi- 
nitely nearer the Proteſtant; ſince it only differs in 
not rebeiving the Article of the Trinity, whereas 
the Popiſb differs in almoſt every Article elſe. 

Don't think by what J have ſaid, that I want to 


inflame you againſt Papiſts, as you ſeem to be 


againſt Jes; or that I am an Enemy to the Per- 
ſons of Papiſts. Far from it: My Humanity is 


extended to all the Sons of Adam alike, and I 
would have yours ſo too. *Tis not the Men, but 


the Principles which I abhor; not Papiſts, but 
Popery : I muſt except however the Popiſp Clergy, 
who are the Source of all the Bloodſhed and 
Cruelty againſt Proteſtants and others, which have 
been committed by the Hands of the Laity. I am 
ſo far from being an Enemy to the Perſons of) Pa- 
Piſts, that if it was in my Power I would mitigate 
ſome Laws in their Favour, becauſe I think 
they bear too hard on them. I would particularly 
remove the Sacramental Teſt; ſince to oblige the 

to renounce Tranſubſtantiation (however abſurd 
and blaſphemous in itſelf) is the ſame Thing as to 
oblige them to deny their God, if they really have 


any. A Teſt ought not to conſiſt in the denial of | 


Oo 


any Article of Faith, the Belief of which does not 
tend to endanger Government or Society. As thoſe 
relating to the Pope's Supremacy, and Power of 


abſolving Subjects from their Oaths of Fidelity or 
Allegiance ro Princes, and the like, will always 
be ſufficient to exclude them ; methinks their re- 
nouncing the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation had 
beſt be omitted, ſince then we ſhall be equally 


ſecure againſt them, without giving them a Pre- 


tence to complain and reproach the Government of 
treating them with Injuſtice, or too-great Severity. 


But to return to the Fews, let me aſk, What is | 
the Ground of your Averſion to them? Why can't 


you endure that they ſhould in any reſpect rank * 
a 2 | 
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| be put on a Level with you? Are the preſent Ge- 
3 neration toblame for the Faults of their Forefathers, 
I or becauſe they are of the ſame Perſuaſion with 
| their Forefathers ? When that is the only Reaſon 

| why yourſelves are Chriſtians. Conſider therefore 
[| that it is only by Accident that you are of a different 
| 

| 


Belief ; and that if your Forefathers had been Fews 

you had been Jews yourſelves. They can't help 

being 7ews more than you can help being Chriſtians ; 

1 and they have as much Reaſon to expect that you 
ö ſhould be of their Faith, as you have to expect they 
„ | ſhould be of yours. But is it not enough to hate 
their Principles, if you do not like them? Why 

| muſt you hate their Perſons ? Is-this Religion ? Is 
= this Chriſtianity? No, this is Popery, tis Anti- 
1 chriſtianiſm. Chriſt forgave them; and cannot you 
do the like? Why ſhould you be more vindictive 
than he who ſuffered by them ? Did he leave any 
| Orders for you to act contrary to his Example? If 
1 you do not follow it, what are ye better than Jews? 
| If the Fews do not believe Chriſt to be the Maſſiab, 
. yet tis poſſible the Generality of them believe him 
1 to be a Prophet ſent from God, as you will ſee 
| many in their great Council did; and this is as 
| much as the learned and pious Mr. —fi—z did, 
| and many others in Englund now do believe; and 
| yet they are eſteemed Chriſtians, for all they deny 
| Cbriſt's Divinity. Although the Jews think the 
| Meſſiah is not come, yet they expect him: Why 
| 


then would you compel them to come in before their 
Time? Aſk Advice of your wiſer. Brethren, if 
you are capable of taking any Counſel but your 
own, and they will tell you, that you ought to let 


| the Jews have their own Way; ſince you might be 
1 ſatisfied, if you believe the Scriptures, that if they 


find not a Maſſiab of their own, they muſt take up 

| with yours at laſt. If you act conſiſtently with the 

| Goſpel, and your own Doctrine of the Call, you 
5 N ts __ ought 
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ought to protect the Jews, and prevent their Ruin. 
For if they are to oe deſtroyed, how can the Call 
take Place ? — can the Kingdom of Jrael be 
reſtored to them ? To what Purpoſe will Chriſt 
come, if none of his People be left for him to reign 
over? Conſider then if, in uſing the Fews ill, you 
are not rebelling againſt the divine Decrees, which 
muſt be a Crime at leaſt equal to that which you 
condemn in the Jews, of denying and crucifying | 
Chriſt. In ſhort, inſtead of mal-treating them, 3 | 
you ought to preſerve and cheriſh them; that ſo | 
you may promote and not obſtruct the Completion | 
of the Prophecies, which you admit concerning 

them. Unleſs you can ſee into future Events, and i 
are acquainted: with the preciſe Time of their Call, | 
how do you know but their Naturalization here is } 
the firſt Step to their Converſion; and that England f 

3s the happy Country where this great Revolution 

in the Affairs of the World is to commence ? 

By cheriſhing them I do not mean that you 

- ſhould be ſo fond as to abandon your Houſes,: and 

give up your Trade to them, as they did to follow 
Sabatay Sevi: On the contrary, I would have you 1 
be on your. Guard; for otherwiſe, by their Induſtry \ 
and Frugality, two good Qualities, which they | 
have in greater Perfection than you, they may in a 
Time get the Advantage of you. Neither do I q 
ſuppoſe they will expect that you ſhould put the | 
Morſe! into their Mouths, as Boys feed Sparrows 
or that you ſhould chew their Meat for. them, as - 
was formerly done for the Puritans in Flanders. 
They will doubleſs be content, if you conſider them 
in the general Light as Brethren; and uſe them 
with that common Humanity which you ſhew to 
other People, and indeed ought to ſhew to all 
Mankind. . | 
With Regard to the following Treatiſe, I muſt _ 
likewiſe give you this' Caution, not to * too vv 
oud 
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loud at it, while other Proteſtants may be allowed 
to laugh as loud as they will: Or I would ad- 
viſe -you rather' to laugh in your Sleeves, than to 
laugh out: For you have put it, I fear, in their 
Power, to retaliate it with Intereſt on more Occa- 
fions than one. | | LE TIS 


Remember that at the ſame Time the Jews ex- 


pected the Coming of the Meſſiah, you were no 
leis prepoſſeſſed yourſelves with the Approach of 
their Call, although at preſent you will not allow 
it to be at hand: Nor have they been more infa- 
tuated with the Millenium and other wild Notions 
than yourſelves. To come nearer the Matter, I 
have already given you the Hint of your Paſſive 
Obedience Times; I ſhall mention one more In- 
ſtance, and that is, your unaccountable Credulity | 
as to Witches and Witchcraft, not only in New 
England, in 1692, but alſo here, at the Beginning 
of the preſent Century ; and even but the other 
Day, ſince the late formal Repeal of the Witchcraft 
Act : And this is a worſe Infatuation than that of 
the Zews, as it hath taken away the Lives of many 
innocent Perſons, who have fallen a Sacrifice to 
your blind Folly and headſtrong Paſſions. The Jews 


themſelves have n&ver been a more ſtiff-necked 


Generation than you have turned-out in this and 
fome other Articles, which I could name. Nor 
was the Impoſture of Sabatay Sevi countenanced or 
ſupported by any among them, excepting thoſe of 


your Claſs, ſpurred on by the Intereſted and Am- 


bitious of their Nation, who always make Tools 


of the Weak and Credulous: For the more under- 


ſtanding Jews laughed at the Madneſs of the de- 
luded Multitude, juſt as your wiſer Brethren have 
laughed at your frantic Behaviour on many ſimilar 
Occaſions. | pn 
Having now done with our unthinking Pro- 
teſtants, I ſhall ſpeak a Word or two to the "oF 

eads 
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heads among the Jews. Believe me, Brethren, or 
rather your own dear-bought Experience, that your 
Expectation of the Me/iab is all a Dream, and that 
if he is not already come, he never will come. 
Conſidering how many Evils that falſe Notion | 
has brought upon you, and how contemptible it 

has rendered you, it would have been well tor you 
if you never had expected one: And the only way 
for you to avoid the like for the Time to come, is, 
either to believe that Chriſt is come, or elle give 
over expecting him. If you do not, as the fame 
Cauſes will always produce the ſame Effects, you 
will be perpetually plagued with Impoſtors ; who 
will never want Encouragement from your incor- 
rigible Credulity, whenever there happen to be 
Men among you hardy enough to aſſume that 
Character: And in all Probability, once or twice 
in every Century, you will furniſh ſuch a, Hiſtory 
of yourſelves, as you will find in the Account of 
Sabatay Sevi, for the reſt of Mankind to laugh at. 
Some People, after once ſmarting, are ſo inflexibly 
on their Guard, that they are not to be taken in 
the ſame Snare a ſecond Time : But, to judge from 
your former Conduct, one Deluſion does but pre- 
pare you the more eaſily to be drawn into another; 
and the oftener you are impoſed on, the more credu- 
lous you grow. There needs no more than the bare 
Report that a Mz/tab is come, to ſet you on the high 
Horſe, leaving your Occupations to run gadding af- 
ter him. You are ſo wedded to the Belief of your fu- 
ture temporal Grandure, and ſo eaſy to give Credit 


to what you ſo earneſtly deſire, that you will not 


wait for proper Evidence, but take-up with the 

flighteſt Shadow of Evidence for ſolid Proof. If 
a ſubtle Knave cries out, IA Miracle] and is ſeconded 
by two or three others, who are in the Secret, you 
preſently ſnap at the Bait, like thoſe in the follow- 
ing Hiſtory, or the Bigots among the Papiſts; and 


that 


[ | 
© rinwiroDucTIoOoN _ 
| that you may not be thought to have worſe Eyes 
x | than others, not only declare, but even ſwear, that 
x you ſaw the Miracle: And thus you deceive your- 
j | ſelves, and impoſe on your Brethren. As there- 
k fore this is your Diſpoſition, of which your falling 
bl Into ſo many Deluſions, one after the other, ſhew 
[| you cannot be cured, it is morally impoſſible but 
| you muſt be duped to the End of the Chapter; that 
| zs, fo long as Impoſtors ſhall ſtart up: So that 
" inſtead of three and twenty Impoſtors, and more, 
which Hiſtory takes Notice have already led you a 
Dance, you may be cozened by 3000 before you will 
be brought to a right Underſtanding, if you ſhould 
1 at laſt. : Some People think, that at the ſame Time 
bi: you are hurting yourſelves, you are doing the reſt 
| of the World a Piece of Service. And that it 1s ne- 
ceſſary you ſhonld pay for Impoſtors from Time 
Þ to Time, in order to prevent the wiſer Heads 
|| | amongſt you from ingroſſing too much Wealth. 
[| Be wiſe for the future, and do not verify the Re- 
1 flection, That you are made like Spunges, / or the 2 70 
5 of Mankind to ſqueeze. 
l have nothing to ſay to my Readers in general, 
farther than that; as the Author of the firſt. Trat, 
who was preſent at the Council, hath put his Name 
to it, it remains only to inform them, that the in- 
genious and diverting Relation of the counterfeit 
Meſſiah was written by Sir Paul Ricaut, who was 
Conſul at Smyrna when Sabatay Sevi paſſed through 
that City, with a Multitude of Fews at his Heels, 
in his Way to Conſtantinople; and conſequently was 
at hand to be acquainted with every Thing which 
he hath delivered in his Narrative touching that 
remarkable Affair. The Brief Account of other 
Impoſtors is taken chiefly from — Kiader's 
Demonſtration of the — | 
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THE 


A true Relation of the Proceedings of the GRE AT 


CouNciL of the Jews, aſſembled the 12th of 
October, 1650, in the Plains of Ajayday, in 
Hungary, about 30 Leagues diſtant from Buda, 
to examine the Scriptures concerning CHRIST. 


2 8. BRET, an nn there Legen. 


ny honeſt Chriſtians, that this Re- 


lation of the Fews Council ſhould 
be publiſhed, which I did intend 
to communicate only to my pri- 
vate Friends. The chief Argu- 

| ment, by which they perſuaded 

me todoit, was, that they conceived this to bea Pre- 


paration towards, and an hopeful Sign of the Con- 
verſion of. thoſe diſperſed People, an Event which 


would bring glad Tidings tothe Church of CHRIS: 


And therefore IJ have yielded to ſatisfy their Deſires. 


At the Place above-mentioned, there aſſembled 
about three hundred Rabbins, or Jewiſb Doctors, 
from ſeveral Parts of the World, to examine the 


Scriptures concerning CHRIST. It ſeems this Place 
was thought moſt convenient for the Council, in 


regard that Part of the Country is not much inha- 
bited, on account of the continual Wars between 


the Turks and the King of Hungary. There, as 1 
was informed, they have formerly fought two 
bloody Battles : Yet both theſe Princes, notwith- 
8 they were at Variance between themſelves, 


B did 
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dd give the Jews Joe. to hold their ©ouncil | 
there. Theſe People ſet up divers Tents: for their 
own. Accommodation, and. had Plenty of Proviſi- 
on brought them, from other Parts of the Coun- 
try, during the Time of their fitting there. One 
Tent was erected ſolely for the Council to meet in. 
i It was made almoſt ſquare: The North and South 
Parts of it not being altogether ſo large as the Eaſt 
= and Welt. It had but one Door, and that opened 
=. to the Eaſt. In the Middle of the Tent there 
it | ſtood a Table, and a Stool for the Propounder, or 
LL Preſident, of the Tribe of Levi, named Zechari- 
1 as, to ſit on, with his Face towards the Door of 
| the Tent ; and round about were placed Forms, 
bl: | or Benches, on which ſtood the reſt of the Coun- 
| | .cil. The Forms were encloſed with a Rail, put 
i up at ſome Diſtance, in order to keep out not only 
1 Strangers, but likewiſe all ſuch Fezvs as could not 
i prove themſelves to be ſo by Record, or diſpute 
Wu In the Hebrew Language, which many-had for- 
Fl | -Kotten, who lived in Countries where they were 
not allowed to have their Synagogues ; ; as is the 
Caſe in France, in Spain, and in, thoſe Parts of 
| Italy which belong to the King of Spain; in the 
it Province alſo of Apulia, and Calabria, with the 
it Iſlands of Sicily, and Sardinia. _ 
it For in thoſe Countries, if a Jet be found, ho 
'' denies, or refuſes to embrace the Popiſh Religi- 
1 ” Os he is condemned to Death, and executed 125 
yet, notwithſtanding their continual Fears and 
ee the Views of Profit and Intereſt allure 
them to dwell, in thoſe inhuman States. The fame 
Motives likewiſe make them negle& either to re- 
tain the Uſe of the Hebrew themſelves, or to teach 
it their Children. On the other hand, ſome of 
thoſe Jews have burned the ancient Records of 
their Tribes and Families, that they might not 
be diſcovered, by 1 ſearched, or r otheryiſe 
ut 


3 
rer 


- „ „ 


eee 
„„ a r —_— 2 — 


. at, RI K n 
5 ——— 2 Op” 


Ln. 
But if this proves beneficial to them in ſome Re- 
ſpects, it turns to their Diſadvantage in others, as 
happened on the preſent Occaſion: For ſuch as 
were not able to make out their reſpective Tribes 


and Families, for want of ſuch Records, were not 


permitted to come within the Rail, in the Time 
of their Council, but were obliged to remain with- 


out among the Strangers. I do conceive, that the 


Number of People who attended, to fee the Iſſue 


of their Proceedings, might be about three thou- 
ſand Perſons; and were for the moſt Part Ger- 
mans, linens. and Dalmatians, with ſome Greeks, 


and a few talians, but not one Engliſhman beſides 


myſelf: For I was informed, that the King of 


Hungary, nat favouring the Reformed Religion, 


ad given no Incouragement to any Proteſtant 
Princes to ſend Divines thither ; but allowed-that 
there ſhould be ſome Aſſiſtants ſent from Rome; 


and their coming thither proved a great Unhappi- 


neſs to this hopeful Council, or Aſſembly. 


The firſt Day of their Convention, they ſpent 


ſome Time in mutual Salutations, and, as their 

anner is, kiſſed one another's Cheeks, expreſſing 
great Joy for this their happy Meeting. And 
now, all Things being prepared for 'their Accom- 
modation, their firſt Work was to conſider what 
Jews were to be admitted far Members of the 
Council, who were ſuch only as could prove them- 
ſelves to be Jews: And J obſerved, that about five 
hundred were rejected, and put by; thoꝰ doubtleſs 
they were true Jes, but could not produce their 


Regiſters in Evidence. The Number of theſe who 


could prove themſelves J7etos by Record, and were 
conſequently intitled to fit in the Council, were 


three hundred: Ang this was all which was done 


the firſt Day. 


The ſecond Day, the Aſſembly being full, the 


r Pounder, or Preſident, ſtood up, and made a 


B 2 Speech, 
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| Spb concerning the End of their Meeting: 


[12] 


« And this; ſaid he, is, to examine the Scrip- 

*  t#res concerning CHRIST 3 Whether be be already 
& come, or whether we are to expe? bis Coming? 
In examining this Queſtion, they ſearched the Old 
Teſtament, with great Care, moſt Part of that 
Day, the better to be certified of the Truth, hav- 
ing many Bibles there for the Purpoſe. About 
this Point there began a great Diſpute, which held 

many Hours; and, at laſt, came to this Conclu- 
fion, That the major Part of the Aſſembly were of 
Opinion, CHRIST was not come, However ſome of 
the reſt, having diligently examined the Scriptures, 
and finding the Time for his Miſſion fo plainly 
elapſed, were inclined to think, that CHRIS f 
Was come, They were the rather moved ſo to 
think, from a due Senſe of the heavy Judgment 
which they have laboured under for theſe ſixteen 
hundred Years paſt ; during which Space of Time 
they have been abandoned, as a caſt-off and vaga- 
bond People: But many others, from the ſame 
Conſideration, were induced not only -to think; 
202 even to conclude, That ChRISH was come. 

- -Fremember well that one of them, in Carife- 
rence with others of the Aſſembly, ſeemed to have 
no fmall Doubts in his Mind on account of the Dif 
perſion of their Nation, ever ſince their Deſolation 


| CHOY by the Roman Empire. 


And comparing that with other Nee 
Which had from Time to Time fallen on their Na- 
tion, he very ingenuouſly confeſſed, he did believe 
it was for the Sins which they had been guilty of: 
Whereof one of the greateſt he ſaid was, their 
ſpilling the Blood of the Prophet ſent from Gop to 


4#beir Nation; and deſtroying thoſe who loved him, 


by fo many Maſſacres as the ſeveral Sects and Factions 


among them had committed: For, added he, we 
are: no Idolaters, nor are we guilty of Idolatry; and 


! there- 


[13] 
therefore, I think, we can impute this heavy Judg- 
ment upon us to no other Cauſe than what I have 
mentioned, andthe Non-repenting of fo great aWick - 
edneſs as that of killing the Lord from Heaven. 
The third Day, the Point which was chiefly 
agitated concerned be Manner of CHRIST“ Com- 
ing: And that (they ſaid) ſhould be, like a 
“ mighty Prince, in the Power and Authority of 
« a King; yea, in greater Power than ever Kin 
« was veſted with': That he will deliver their 
<< Nation from the Oppreſſion of their Adverſaries, 
& and reſtore them to their Kingdom again; that 
<«< in fine, all other Nations ſhould be of their Reli- 
“ gion, and worſhip: Gop after their Manner.“ 
For they held, that the Meæſias will not alter their 
Religion whenſoever he cometh: And therefore 
they began to conclude, That CRT was noi come: 
0 For Jeſus (ſaid they) the great Prophet, when 
„ he came, began to alter their Religion: 'Fhere- 
6 fore he was not the true Maſſiab.“ To this 
they added That, when Jeſus came, whom 
* ſome call the true Mess as, he began pre- 
0 fently to pluek down our Religion, and ſet up 
« his own: And therefore he was not the True 
&. NMeſiab.“ Thus ſome of them concluded; but 
others did not. Hewever they went from this Diſt 
pute to another, concerning his Parentage: They did 
all agree in this, That he ſhall be born of a Virgin, 
according to the Predictions of the Prophets in the 
Old Teſtament; and in this alſo they agreed, That 
he ſhould be born of a Virgin mean both as to her 
Condition and Parentage, among their Nation, 
ſuch as was the Virgin Mary, who brought forth 
Feſus, the Great Prophet from Gon: And, upon 
this Conſideration many of them ſeemed to incline 
to think, That CuRIs T was cune: However, they 
would not conclude ſo; but referred the Matter to 
yext Day, when they ſhould again meet 3 
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The fourth Day, the Aſſembly being met, the 
Pragotinder demanded of them, What they thought, 
whether CHRIST was come, or not? They ſaid, 
T hey thought he was come. But they were anſwered. 
thus,“ That if he were come, he could be no 


other than Elias; becauſe Elias came formerly 


in great Power, and with great Power he de- 
e clared it, in ſlaying the Prieſts of Baal.“ They 
added, That, for fulfilling the Scriptures, he was 
15 oppoſed by Abab and Jezabel: And therefore 
<< they eſteemed this Man, whom they called Je- 
« ſus, to be that ſame Elias.“ Moreover others 
ſpake, and ſaid, ** That they thought he was 
de more than a mortal Man, in that he fo ſtrangely 
5 aſcended up into Heaven, which, continued they, 

« ſome of our Forefathers ſaw.” And this was all 
which was done on the fourth Day. 

The fifth Day, the Aſſembly went upon the 
ſame Queſtion which was controverted the Day be- 
fore. And whereas many affirmed, that Elias 
was not the Maſiab, to anſwer them, They of, the 
contrary Opinion did urge the great Love and Care 
which Elias ſhewed for the Good of their Nation: 


Adding, that he left them Eliſba his Diſciple, to 


teach and inſtruct the People; and this they took 


to be the Office of the Me Nab. Theſe were their 


chief Arguments to maintain their Opinion. Here- 
upon towards Night this Queſtion was ſtarted a- 
mongſt them, What then was he who affirmed him- 
ſelf to be the Son of Gop, and was crucified by their 
Anceftors ? But, becauſe this was an Enquiry of 
great Importance, they deferred the farther Conſt- 
deration thereof till the next Day. 8 ig 
The ſixth Day, ſome Phariſees, whe were the 
great Enemies to CHRIS, ſtood up and ſaid, they 
would undertake to anſwer the laſt Queſtion; and 


could by no means yield, that he was T he. CRI * 


The Reaſons which they alledged in Par of 
cr 
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their Opinion, were theſe : 1. Becauſe he came into 1 
the World like an ordinary and inferior Man; not 
with his Sceptre, and Royal Power. For, they 
affirmed, That the coming of CHRISHπ would be 
glorious, The 2d Reaſon they pleaded againſt him 
was, The Meanneſs of his Birth, in that his Father 1 
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was a Carpenter: And this (they ſaid) was a Diſ- 
honour, of which, when ChRISTH comes, he will | 
not be capable. As a third Reaſon, They accuſed 23 
J him to be a falſe CuRIS FH; and an Enemy to Mo- | 
; ſes's Law, in doing and ſuffering his Diciples to | 
7 do unlawful Works on the Sabbath-day : For | 
they believed (they ſaid) that the True Meſſiab =_ 
[ would keep the Law of Moſes. Now altho' it was 9 
replied, that the Goſpel doth teſtify of CHRIST, 

that he did fulfil the Mo/azc Law; yet they paid 
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p 

R no Regard to that Anſwer, rejecting it as of no 
Force, becauſe they did not themſelves believe in, 
, nor acknowledge the Goſpel to be of any Autho- 
Mb | 


„ However, I could obſerve that theſe Reaſons did 
| not ſatisfy the Council, with whom there ſtill re- 
mained Doubts concerning CHRIST. In effect, after 
the Phariſees had done ſpeaking, there ſtood up 
one Rabbi Abraham, and objected againſt them the 
Miracles which CHRIST wrought whilſt he was on 
Earth, in raz/ing the Dead to Life again; making 
the Lame to walk, the Blind to ſee and the Dumb to 
Speak ; aſking, By what Power, 1 pray you, my Bre- 
thren, did be ſuch Things ? With that the Phariſees 
aroſe, and, deſiring that they might have Liberty 
to anſwer him, ſaid Perhaps this 7eſus was an 
„ Impoſter and Magician, whereby he was ena- 
* bled to perform the Miracles which he did. 
For our Parts, continued they, we believe that 
all the Miracles, by which the Parties in Que- 
*ſtion were reſtored to the uſe of their Limbs and 
Organs, were effected by Magic and . 
ft; | ut 
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But this Anſwer gave little Satisfaction to the 
Couneiſz eſpecially to Abraham, who, ſtanding up 


J. 160 


again, aſked them, How could this CHRIST 
« charm thoſe blind, lame, and dumb People, 
4 when they were in that Condition before CHRIST 
© himſelf was born? As (faid he) it appeared that 
“ ſome of them were.” 
This ſeemed a kind of choaking Plumb to the 
Phariſees, and truly the Proſecution of this Argu- 


ment did almoſt put them to a Non- plus: But, 


at laſt, the Phariſees began to ſpeak again, and 


4 BY. this Anſwer, (altl ough-a weak and vile one) 


Perhaps (ſaid the D —4 impotent Perſons in 
& "Queſtion were made fo by other Magicians, and 


«© conjured to be lame, blind, and dumb, Sc. And 


% although Jeſus was not born when they came 


© into the World with thoſe Evils upon them, 


yet, being a great Diſſembler, and more cun- 
ning than any former Magician, Power was 
“ given to him, by the Devil, to remove thoſe 


©& Charms which others had: placed. But there 


was one Phariſee, named Zebedee, who, of all others 
did moſt opprobriouſly, as well as blaſphemouſly 
revile Curtsr, and with great Vehemence urged 
thoſe Things tothe Council againſt him: However, 
T conceive, he did it not to the good Liking of any 
there who heard him, either among the Members 
of the Council, or. even the Phariſtes themſelves. 
And, as the Phariſees played their Part this Day 
againſt CuRISsT, ſo did the Sadducees likewiſe : 


For ſome of the Council were of that Sect, and 


did their Endeavour to render er dien 79 


the reſt of the Jews. 
I obſerved it to be with theſe:two Sefts, as once. 


* was with Herod and Pilate: Although they could 
not agree among themſelves at other Times, yet 
they could agree together to crucify CnRIsT. In 


Ike — although they are ſtill much divided 


in 
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in their Opinions; yet did they, on this Occafion, 
too well agree to diſgrace CHRIST with their Lies, 
Clamours, and Blaſphemies : For the Sadducees, 
as well as the Phariſees, accuſed him for a grand 
Impoſtor and Magician, in that, in his Goſpel, 
he taught he Reſurrefion from the Dead, which 
(ſaid they) we deny. But it is no Miracle to ſee 
Factions agree in ſome evil Deſign againſt others, 
as I found by Experience in the Year 1650 (which 
was the Year of their Jubilee) at what Time a 
great Strife was on Foot between the Jeſuits and 
the Dominicans... 

We are now come to the ſeventh Day of the 
Council, on which the main Query was this, 7: 
caſe CHRIST be come, what Rules and Orders hath 
he left for his Church to walk by? This was a 
Queſtion among them of great Importance, be- 
cauſe they did — believe the New Teſtament, and 


therefore would not be guided by it, but demanded 


Inſtructions from ſome other Authority, to direct 
them in this momentous Point. Hereupon fix of 
the Romiſh Clergy, ſent thither by the Pope, on 

e to advfe in the Council (of whom two 
were Feſuits, two Franciſcans, and two of the 
Order of St. Auguſtin) began to open to them the 


Dectrines and Rules obſerved by the Church of 


Rome; which they magnified and exalted (as is 

cuſtomary with them) for the Holy Catholic Church 
of CHRIST; affirming its Doctrine to be the infal- 
lible Doctrine of Fe/us, and its Rules to be the 
Rules, which the Apoſtles left to the Church for 
ever to be obſerved. P They inſiſted alſo, that the 
Pope is the Holy Vicar of CazisT, and the Suc- 
ceſſor of St. Peter. With regard to particular 
Articles, they alledged the real (or Corporal) 
Preſence of CHRIST in (the Sacramental Elements 
of) the Lord's Supper; the religious — 
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of their Holy- days; the Invocation of Saints for 


their Prayers to the Virgin Mary; and her command- 
ing Power in Heaven over her Son; the holy Uſe 


of their Croſs and Images; with the reſt of their 


idolatrous and ſuperititious Worſhip ; all which 
they commended to the Council for the Doctrine 
and Rules of the Apoſtles. 


But, ſo ſoon as the Aſſembly of the Fews heard 


_ theſe Things from their Mouths, they were all ex- 


ceedingly moved thereat, and fell into high Cla- 
mours againſt them, crying out, No CarisT, No 
Virgin Mary, No Women-gods, No Interceſſions of 
Saints, No Holy Croſſes, No worſhipping of Images, &c. 
Their Trouble and Affliction, on this Occaſion, 
was ſo exceeding great, that it would have grieved 
a Heart not intirely obdurate to have ſeen and 
heard it. For they rent their Cloaths and tore 
their Hair, caſt Duſt upon their Heads, and cryed 
out—Blaſphemy! Blaſphemy ! Blaſphemy ! againft Jz- 
HOVAH and CHRIST our King. And in this great 
Confuſion. and Perplexity the Council broke- up. 

However, as they had not yet come to any 
Determination, and being willing to do ſomething, 


they aſſembled again upon the eighth Day. Yer all 


which was done upon this Day, was to agree on ano- 
ther Meeting of the Jews, three Years after; and 
as ſoon as they had ſettled this. Point the Council 


Vas diſſolved. | 


I believe there were many Jews in the Aſſembly, 
who might have been eaſily perſuaded to acknow- 
ledge the Lord Jesus CHRIST: And ] aſſure it 
for Truth (to the Honour of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, -and Encouragement of our Divines) that one 
of the above-mentioned Rabbies, eminent among 
them, did, in a Conference with me; declare his 
Sentiments in the following Manner: 1. That he 
perceived from the Beginnipg, that the Perſons who 

> | | were 


[ FJ. 
were ſent from Rome would cauſe an unhappy . 
Prejudice in their Council. 2. That he earneſtly 
wiſhed ſome Proteſtant Divines had been preſent 
at this Afſembly ; eſpecially ſome of our Engliſo 
Miniſters, to whom he had a greater Liking than 
any other in the World beſides ; ſaying, he did 
believe we had a great Love for their Nation. 
And the Reaſon he gave, for this his good Opinion 
of our Divines, was, becauſe he had often heard 
they uſually pray for the Converſion of the Fews, 
which he conſidered as a ſignal Token of their 
Afﬀection towards them. In particular, he ſpoke 
in Commendation of the London Clergy, for their 
excellent Preaching, and Charity towards his Na- 
tion, of which he had been informed by a great 
many Travellers. On the other hand, he declared, 


that he looked on the Church of Rome to be an 


idolatrous Church; and therefore would not own 
it to be a Religion. However, by converſing 
with other Jews, I found that they imagined 
there was no other Chriſtian Religion in the 
World, than that of the Church of Rome; and 
by the Romiſh Idolatry they took Offence at all 
Chriſtian Religion: From whence it appears, that 
Rome is the greateſt Obſtacle to the Converſion of 


the Ferws. 


As for the Place of their next Aſſembly, it was 
appointed to be held in Syria : In which Country 1 
alſo was, and did there converſe with the Se& of 
Rekhabites, who ſtill obſerve their old Rules and 
Cuſtoms. They neither plant, nor ſow, nor build 
themſelves Houſes ; but dwell in Tents, and often 
remove from Place to Place with their whole Fa- 


milies, Bag and Baggage. As the Italian is much 


ſpread in the World, and the Jes do as frequent- 
1y diſcourſe in that Language as their own, I had 
an Opportunity of converſing with them as con- 

ET te” 2 venieatly 
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veniently as if I had ſpoken the Hebrew: There- 
fore, if Gop ſhall give me Leave, and nothing 
occurs to hinder me, I purpoſe to attend their 

next Council in the Tear 1653. The Lozp 
| proſper it. Py WG” 1 


SAMUEL BRET, 


Whether Mr. Bret lived to the Year 1653, and 
had, Liberty to keep his Promiſe, or, in caſe he 
lived- till then, whether he wrote an Account of 
that Year's Meeting, was unknown to the Editor 
of the foregoing Tract; neither could he tell 
whether ſuch Meeting was celebrated, or nat, 
altho* from the Solemnity with which it was pub- 
liſhed, and the great Importance of the Occaſion, 
he made no Doubt but it was. However, in his 
Brief Chrouglogy concerning the Jews, from the Year 
x650 to 1666, which follows Mr. Bret's Relation, 
he mentions ſeveral Things relating to the great 
Expectations, which the Jews were in, of the Com- 
ing of their Meſſiah about that Time: Particularly, 
in December 1663, he received a little Book from 
Frankfort, entitled Judæorum Excitabulum Matu- 
tinum, which, contained many Things to evince that 
the Call of the Fezws was then near 18 It is 
certain, that the Tranſactions of the Council in 
1653 was of itſelf ſufficient to beget in the Minds 


. | of the generality of Fews, a great Expectation of 
1 the Coming of CHRIST, and prepare the Way 
Þ I! for Sabatay Sevi, of whoſe Impoſture we are going 


to give the Relation. For it was natural for them 
to conclude, that the Day which was to put an 
End to all their Troubles could not be far off, when 
they ſaw their great Men of the Law gather them- 
3 ſelves, from all Parts of the World, in order to 

de enquire into the exact Time when the Maſſiab was 


| The 


to appear. 


\. Fa] 
| The Alarm which was given on this Occaſion, 
not only. ſtrongly incited the Hopes of the Jews, 
but divers well-meaning Chri/tians began to per- 
ſuade themſelves that they were quickly. to. behold 


the Call and Return of that fo-long-ſcattered Peo- 


ple. Of theſe the Author of the Brief Chronology 
was one; and ſo infatuated was he with his Opi- 
nion, that he not only endeavoured to ſupport it, 
by a few trifling Inſtances of Fews who at that 
Juncture, as he was told, had ſpoken favourably 


of Chriſtianity ; but ſtrains hard, very hard indeed, 


to force the 1290 Years of Daniel (Chap. xii.) to 
a Completion in the Year 1653. 
Among other Intelligence which this anonymous 
Writer had from Abroad (for he ſeems to have 
carried on a foreign Correſpondence for that Pur- 
poſe) he tells us, he received Advice in April, 
1663, from a pious and learned Hand, ſetting 
forth, that he had ſeen Letters from an Hebrew 


Profeſſor in a famous Proteſtant Univerſity, de- 


'claring, * that certain Men of Note came to him, 
vo profeſſed themſelves to be Jews by Blood, 
Nation, and Religion, ſaving that they did 


* acknowledge Ixsus to be the Meſſiah; that they 


* aſked his Advice about taking on them Cir- 
* cumciſion ; but upon informing them, that his 


Nation would not fuffer a Judaical Chriſtian 


e Religion among them, they applied themſelves 
*© to another Proteſtant Nation, where ſuch a 
* mingled Religion was tolerated, altho* not ap- 
«© proved of.” | | 

The Brief Chronology concludes in this manner : 
* And thus I have brought the Reader down from. 
* 1650 to the Brink of 1665, giving him all 
* along ſome Glimpſe of the approaching Call of 
<* the Jews, but how near it is we cannot poſi- 
“ tively ſay. As for the preſent Year 1665, 
„(within 
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„ (within five Days now expired) I have not 
© meddled with the Occurrences thereof, becauſe 
concerning them Men's Pockets are already full 
* of Letters, their Hands full of Gazets, their Ears 
full of Reports, and their Eyes ſufficiently per- 
* ceive that the eus give over trading, pack-up, 
and are marching.”——The Truth of which 
Particulars will more amply and diſtinctly appear, 
from the following authentic Relation. 7 
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SABATAY & E VI. 
Mt THE PRETENDED | be 
MESSIAH, of the JEWS, 
0 11 the Tear of our Lorp 1666. | 
8 ye CCORDING to the Predictions of 
| I Wl ſuch who comment on the Apocalyps, 
or Kevelations, this Yearof 1666 was to 
F prove a Year of Wonders, of ſtrange 
| Revolutions in the World, and parti- 
cularly of Bleſſing to the Jes; either in reſpect of 
their Converſion to the Chriſtian Faith, or of their 


Reſtoration to their Temporal Kingdom. This 
Opinion was ſo widely ſpread, and fixt in the Coun- 


tries of the Reformed Religion, and in the Heads 


of Fanatical Enthuſiaſts, who dreamed of a Fifth 
Monarchy, the downfal of the Pope and Antichriſt, 
and the Greatneſs of the Fews, that this ſubtil 
People judged the Year preſent the proper Time to 


ſtir, 


ſeveral Chriſtian Writers, eſpecially of 
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ſtir, and to fit their Motion according to the Sea- 
ſon of the modern Prophecies. Hereupon ſtrange 
Reports flew from Place to Place, of the March 
of Multitudes of People from unknown Parts into 
the remote Deſarts of Arabia, ſuppoſed to be the 
Ten Tribes and Half, loſt for ſo many Ages: That 
a Ship was arrived in the northern Parts of Scotland 
with her Sails and Cordage of Silk, navigated b 

Mariners who ſpake- nothing but Hebrew ; wit 


this Motto on their Sails, The Twelve Tribes of I 


racl. Theſe Reports agreeing thus near to former 
Predictions, put the wild Sort of the World into 
an Expectation of ſtrange Events, which this Year 
was toproduce, in reference to the Few Monarchy: 

In this Manner Millions of People were poſſeſſed, 
when Sabatay Sevi firſt appeared. at Smyrna, and 
publiſhed himſelf to the Jews for their Maſiab, re- 


lating the Greatneſs of their approaching King- 


dom, and with how ſtrong a Hand Gop was about 
to deliver them from Bondage, and gather them 
from all Patts of the World; 'It was ſtrange to ſee 
how the Fancy took, and how faſt the Report of 
Sabatay and his Doctrine flew through all P 
where Turks and Jews inhabited; the latter 
whom were ſo deeply poſſeſſed with a Belief of their 
new Kingdom and Riches, and many of them 


with Promotion to Offices of Government, Re- 
nown, and Greatneſs, that in all Parts, from Con- 
Bantinople to Buda, (which. Road it was my Fortune 
that Year, to travel) I perceived a ſtrange Tranſport 
inthe Jews, none of them attending to any Buſineſs, 
unleſs to wind up former Negotiations, , and pre- 
e themſelves and Families for a Journey to Je- 
ruſalem: All their Diſcourſes, their Dreams, and 
Diſpoſal of their Affairs tended to no other Deſign 
but a Re- eſtabliſhment in the Land of Promije, 
to the Greatneſs, Glory, Wiſdom, and ans” 


% ' 
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af the Meſſiab, whoſe Original, Birth, and Educa- 
tion are firſt to be recounted. 

Sabatay Sevi was Son of Mordecai Sevi, an Inha- 
bitant and Native of Smyrna, who gained his Live- 
lihood by being Broker to an Eugliſo Merchant 
in that Place: This Perſon, before his Death, grew 


very decrepid in his Body, being full of the Gout, 


and other Infirmities, but his Son Sabatay Sevi, ad- 
dicting himſelf to Study, became a notable Pro- 
ficient in the Hebrew and Metaphyſics; in which 
and Divinity he arrived to ſuch a Pitch, that he 


broached a new Doctrine in their Law, drawing 


to the Profeſſion of it ſo many Diſciples, as raiſed 
one Day a Tumult in the Synagogue; for which 
afterwards he was by a Cenſure of the Khokbams 
(who are Expounders of the Tora) baniſhed the 
City. 

During the Time of his Exile, he travelled to 


2 beſſalonika, now called Salonika, where he married 


a very handſome Woman ; but either not having 
that Part of Oeconomy proper to govern a Wife, 
or being impotent towards Women, as was pre- 
tended, or that ſhe found not Favour in his Eyes, 
ſhe was divorced from him: Again, he took a 


ſecond Wife, more beautiful than the former, but 


the ſame Cauſes of Diſcontent raiſing a Difference 
between them, he obtained another Divorce from 


her alſo. Being now free from the Incumbrances 


of a Family, his wandering Head moved him to 


trave] through the Morea, thence to Tripoli in 
Syria, Gaza, and Feruſalem ,, by the Way picked 


up a Ligoneſe Lady, whom he made his third Wife, 


the Daughter of ſome Polonian or German, her 


Original and Parentage not being very well known. 


During his Stay at Jeruſalem he began to reform 
the Law of the Jews, and aboliſh the Faſt of Ta- 
mus (which they keep in the Month of June) and 


there meeting with one of his own Nation, called 


D | Nathan, 
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Nathan, a proper Inſtrument to promote his De- 
ſign, he communicated to him his Condition, his 
Courſe of Life, and Intentions to proclaim him- 
ſelf the Meſſiah of the World, ſo long expected 
and deſired by the Jes. This Project took won- 
derfully with Nathan ; and becauſe it was thought 

neceſſary, according to Scripture and ancient Pro- 
Phecies, that Elias ſhould precede the Meffiah, as 
Jobn the Baptiſt had been the Forerunner of Chriſt, 
Nathan thought no Man ſo proper to act the Part 
of the Prophet as himſelf ; no ſooner had Sabatay 
declared himſelf the Metab, but Nathan diſcovers 


himſelf to be his Harbinger, forbidding all the 


Faſts of the Jews in Jeruſalem; and declaring, 
that the Bridegroom being come, nothing bur Joy 
and Triumph ought'to dwell in their Habitations ; 
he likewiſe wrote to all the Aſſemblies of the Jews, 
to perſuade them to the ſame Belief. 
And now the Schiſm being begun, and many 
Jews really believing what they ſo much deſired, 
Nathan took the Courage and Boldneſs to propheſy, 
that one Year from the 27th of Kiſleu, (which is 
the Month of June) the Meſſiah ſhould appear be- 
fore the Grand Signior, and, taking from him his 
Crown, lead him in Chains like a Caprive. 


Sabatay allo, at Gaza, preached Repentance to 


the Fews, and Obedience to Himſelf and Doctrine, 
for that the Coming of the Meſſiah was at hand: 
Which Novelties ſo affected the Jerviſb Inhabitants 
of thoſe Parts, that they gave up themſelves. 
wholly to their Prayers, Alms, and Devotions ; 
and, to confirm this Belief the more, it happened, 
that at the ſame Time News hereof, with all the 
Particulars, were diſpatched from Gaga, to ac- 
quaint the Brethren in foreign Parts. The Ru- 
mour of the Meſſiab had flown ſo ſwiftly, and 
gained ſuch Reception, that Intelligence came from 
all Quarters and Countries where the Jews wow 

. | ited, 
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bited, by Letters to Gaza and Jeruſalem, con- 


gratulating the Happineſs of their Deliverance, 
and Expiration of the Time of their Servitude, by 


the Appearance of the Mefiah. Theſe Rumours 


were accompanied with Prophecies, relating to that 
Dominion which the Meſſiab was to have over all 
the World; as that after his Coming he was to 
diſappear for nine Month, during which Time the 
Fews were to ſuffer, and many of them to undergo 
Martyrdom ; bur then returning again, mounted 
on a Celeſtial Lion, with his Bridle made of Ser- 
pents with ſeven Heads, accompanied with his 
Brethren the Fews, who inhabited on the other 
Side of the River $abation *, he ſhould be acknow- 
ledged for ſole Monarch of the Univerſe; and then 


the Holy Temple ſhould deſcend from Heaven, 


ready built, framed, and beautified, wherein they 
ſhould offer Sacrifice for ever.  _ | 
And here I leave you to conſider, ſays our Au- 
thor, how ſtrangely this deceived People were 
amuſed, when theſe confident and vain Reports, and 


Dreams of Power and Kingdoms, had wholly di- 


verted them from. the ordinary Courſe of their 

Trade, Occupations and-Intereſt. Ay"! 
This Noiſe and Rumour of the Maſiah having 
begun to fill all Places, Sabatay Sevi reſolved to 
travel towards Smyrna, the Country of his Nativity; 
and thence to Conſtantinople, the capital City, 
where the plincipal Work of Preaching was to have 
been performed: Nathan thought it not fit to be 
| | 27 11 4, = long 


Or Sambation, called alſo the Sabatical River by the Fewws, 
who feigned that it reſted or ceaſed to flow on the Sabbath, 
Other Rabbies held juſt the contrary, namely, that it lowed 
on the Sabbath, and reſted all the other Days of the Week. 
Neither are they agreed where it is ſituated; ſome placing it 
in one Part of India, ſome in another; in ſhort, here and there, 
according to their idle Fancies. 


— mms, 
—_— 


— 
883 _ 
— 


— p ORE 
— — vary => * 
* a- * — — * — - 2 - 


o 
„ 


281 
long after him, and therefore travels by the Way 
of Damaſcus; where reſolving to continue ſome 
Tyme, for better Propagation of their new Doctrine, 
he in the mean while writes this Letter to Sabatay 


Sowi, as followeth : 


22d KESVAN of this Year. 


KO the King, our King, Lord of our Lords, 
who gathers the Diſperſed of 1/ael, who 
redeems our Captivity, the Man elevated to the 
Height of all Sublimity, the. Mefiah of the God 


of Jacob, the true Meſſiah, the Celeſtial Lion, 


Sebatay devi, whoſe Honour be exhalted, and his 
Dominion raiſed in a ſhort Time, and for ever, 


Amen. After having kiſſed your Hands, and ſwept 
th Duſt from your Feet, as my Duty is to the 


King of Kings (whoſe Majeſty be exalted, and 
his Empire enlarged) theſe are to make known 
to the ſupreme Excellency of that Place, which 
is adorned with the Beauty of your Sanctity, that 
the Word of the King, and of his Law, hath en- 
lightened our Faces. That Day hath been a ſo— 
lemn Day unto Jrael, and a Day of Light unto 
our Rulers, for immediately we applied ourſelves 


to perform your Commands, as our Duty is. And 


although we have heard of many ſtrange Things, 
yet we are couragious, and our Heart is as the 
Heart of a Lion ; nor ought we to enquire a Rea- 
ſon of your Doings, for your Works are marvel- 
tous, and paſt finding out: And we are confirmed 
in our Fidelity, without all Exception, reſigning 
up our very Souls for the Holineſs of your Name : 
And now we are come as far as Damajius, intend- 
ing ſhortly to procced in our Journey to Skanderone, 
according as you have commanded us; that ſo we 
may aſcend, and ſee the Face of Gop in Light, 
as the Light of the Face of the King of Life: 

= WE. 
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And we, Servants of your Servants, ſhall cleanfe 
the Duſt from your Feet, beſeeching the Majefty 
of your Excellency and Glory to vouchſafe from 
your Habitation to have a Care of us, and help 


us with the Force of your Right-hand of Strength, 


and ſhorten our Way which is before us: And we 
have our Eyes towards Jah, Jab, who will make 
haſte to help us, and ſave us, that the Children 


of Iniquity ſhall not hurt us; and towards whom 
our Hearts pant, and are conſumed within us; 
who ſhall give us Tallons of Iron to be worthy to 


ſtand under the Shadow of your Aſs. Theſe are 
the Words of the Servant of your Servants, who 
proſtrates himſelf to be traden on by the Soles 
of your Feet, | 

1 | NATHAN BENJAMIN, 


And that he might publiſh this Doctrine of 
himſelf, and the Metab more plainly, he wrote 
from Damaſcus this following Letter, to the Jews 
at Aleppo, and Parts thereabouts. 


To the Reſidue or Remnant of the Iſraelites, Peace 
Hen | without End. 


FFMHESE my Words are, to give you No- 
| tice, how that I am arrived in Peace. at Da- 
maſkus, and behold I go to meet the Face of our 


Lord, whoſe Majeſty be exalted, for he is the So- 


vereign of the King of Kings, whoſe Empire is 
enlarged. * According as he hath' commanded 
us and the Twelve Tribes to elect unto him twelve 
Men, ſo have we done: And are repairing to 


Skanderone by his Command, to ſhew our Faces 


together, with Part of the principal of thoſe par- 


ticular Friends, to whom he hath given Licenſe 


: to 


* Sabatoy wrote 2 Letter to ele& one Man out of every 


Tribe. 
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to aſſemble in that ſame Place. And now I come 


to make known unto you, that though you have 


heard ſtrange Things of our Lord, yet let not 
your Hearts faint, or fear, but rather fortify your- 


ſelves in your Faith, becauſe all his Actions are 


miraculous, and ſecret, which human Underſtand- 


ing cannot comprehend z and who can penetrate 


into the Depth of them! In a ſhort Time all 


Things ſhall be manifeſted to you clearly in their 
Purity; and you ſhall know, and conſider, and 


be inſtructed by the Inventor himſelf; bleſſed is 
he who can expect, and arrive to the Salvation of 
the true Mzfiah, who will ſpeedily publiſh his 
Authority and Empire over us now, and for 
; over,” 


N 


"Pp this Time all the Cities of T urky, where the 
Jews inhabited, were full of the Expectation of the 
Meſſia h, no Trade, nor Courſe of Gain was fol- 


| lowed; every one imagined that daily Proviſions, 


Riches, Honours, and Government, were to de- 
ſcend upon them in ſome unknown and miraculous 


Manner; an Example of which is moſt obſervable 


in the Jews at Theſſalonika, who now, full of Aſſu- 
rance that the Reſtoration of their Kingdomand the 
Accompliſhment of the Time for the Coming of 
the Maſſiab was at hand, judged themſelves obliged 
to double their Devotions, and purify their Con- 
ſciences from all Sins and Enormities which might 
be obvious to the Scrutiny of him who was now 
come to penetrate into the very Thoughts and 
Imaginations of Mankind. In which Work cer- 
tain Khokhams were appointed to direct the People 
how to regulate their Prayers, Faſts, and other 
Acts of Devotion. But ſo forward was every one 
now in his Acts of Penance, that they ſtaid not 
tor the Sentence of the Khokhams, or TIT 
. 0 
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of any Rules, but applied themſelves immediately 
to Faſting ; ſome in ſuch a Manner, beyond the 


Abilities of Nature, that, having for the Space of ſe- - 


ven Days taken no Suſtenance, they were famiſhed 
to Death. Others buried themſelves in their 
Gardens, and, covering their naked Bodies with 
Earth, their Heads only excepted, remained in 


their Beds of Dirt until their Limbs were ſtiffened 


with the Cold and Moiſture ; ſome would endure 
to have melted Wax dropt upon their Shoulders, 
others to roll themſelves in Snow, and throw their 
Bodies in the coldeſt Seaſon of Winter into the Sea, 
or frozen Waters. But the moſt common Way 
of Mortification was, firſt to prick their Backs and 
Sides with Thorns, and then to give themſelves 
thirty-nine Laſhes. All Buſineſs was laid aſide, 
none worked, or opened Shop, unleſs to clear his 
Warehouſe of Merchandiſe, by ſelling it. at any 


Price: He who had Superfluity in Houſhold-tuff 
fold it for what he could; but yet not to Jes, 


for they were interdicted from Bargains or Sales, 
on the Pain of Excommunication, pecuniary 
Mulcts, or corporal Puniſhments; for a Ceſ- 
ſation from all Buſineſs and Employment was 
eſteemed the Teſt and Touchſtone of their Faith.. 
It being the general Tener, that, in the Days when 
the Maſſiah appears, the Jews ſhall become Lords 
of the Eſtates and Inheriatnce of Inſidels; until 
which Time they are to content themſelves with 
Matters only neceflary to maintain and ſupport 
Life. Bur becauſe every one was not maſter of ſo 
much Fortune and Proviſion, as to live without 


daily Labour, therefore, to quiet the Clamours of 


the Poor, and prevent the enormous Courſes of 
ſome, who upon theſe. Occaſions would become 
Vagabonds, and deſert their Cities, due Order was 
taken to make Collections, which were ſo liberally 


were 
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were ſupported by the meer Charity of tlie Rich 


Moreover, as they endeavoured to purge their Con- 
ſciences of Sin, and to apply themſelves to good 
Works, that the Maeſſiab might find the City pre- 
pared for his Reception ; ſo, leſt he ſhould accuſe 
them of any Omiſſion in the Law, and particularly 
in their Neglect of that ancient Precept of, Increaſe 
and multiply, they married together Children of 
ten Years of Age, and ſome under, without reſpect 


to Riches, or Poverty, Condition or Quality: But, 


being promiſcuouſly joined, to the number of ſix 
or ſeven hundred Couple, upon better and cooler 
Thoughts, after the Impoſture of the falſe Meſſiab 
was detected, or the Expectation of his Coming 
grew cold, they were divorced, or by Conſent ſe- 
Parated from each other. 
In the Heat of all this Talk and Rumour comes. 
Sabatay Sevi to Smyrna, the City of his Nativity, 
infinitely defir'd there by the common Fews:; but 
by the Khokhams, or Doctors of. their Law, who 
gave little or no Credence to what he pretended, 
was ill received; not knowing what Miſchief or 
Ruin this Doctrine and Propheſy of a new King- 
dom might produce. Let Sabalay, bringing with 
him Teſtimonials of his Sanctity, Holy Life, Wy- 
dom, and Gift of Prophecy, ſo deeply fixed him- 
felt in the Hearts of the Generality, both as be- 
ing holy and wiſe, that thereupon he took Courage 
and Boldneſs to enter into Diſpute with the Grand 
Khokham, (who is the Head, and chief Expoſitor 
of the Law, and Superintendent of their Will and 
Government) between whom the Arguments grew 
Jo high, and Language ſo hot, that the Jews, Who. 
favoured the Doctrine of Sabatay, and feared the 
Authority of the Khokham, being doubttul what 
might be the Iſſue of the Conteſt, appeared in great 
Numbers before the Kadi of Smyrna, in Juſtifica- 
tion of their new Prophet, before ſo much - any, 
ccu- 


[ 33 ] 

Accuſation came againſt him. The Radi (accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of the Turks) ſwallows Money 
on both Sides, and afterwards remits them to the 
Determination of their own Juſtice. In this Man- 
ner Sabatay gains Ground daily ; and the Grand 
Khokbam with his Party, lofing both the Aﬀection 
and Obedience of his People, is difplaced from his 
Office, and another conſtituted, more affectionate, 
and agreeable to the new Prophet, whoſe Power 
daily increaſed by thoſe confident Reports, The 
his Enemies were ſtruck with Frenſies and Mad- 
neſs, until, being reſtored to their former Temper 
and Wits by him, they became his Friends, Admi- 
rers, and Diſciples. No Invitation was now made in 
Smyrna by the Jews, nor Marriage, or Circumci- 
ſion ſolemnized, where Sabatay was not preſent ; 
accompanied with a Multitude of his Followers, 
and the Streets covered with Carpets, or fine Cloth 
for him to tread on ; but the Humility of this Pha- 
riſee was ſuch, that he would ſtoop to turn them 
aſide, and ſo paſs on. Having thus fixed himſelf 
in the Opinion and Admiration of the People, he 
began to aſſume the Title of Meffiah, and the Son 
F Gop after which he publiſhed the following De- 
claration to all the Nation of the Fews : Which be- 
ing written originally in Hebrew, was faithfully 
tranſlated into Italian, for the Author, who hath 
thus rendered it into Engliſb. | | 


The Only and  Firſt-born Son of Gov, Sabatay 
Sevi, the Meſſiah and Saviour of Iſrael, to all 
the Sons of Iſrael, Peace. — 


Op bee that you are made worthy to ſee the 
great Day of Deliverance, and Salvation unto 
Iſrael, as well as Accompliſhment of the Word 
of Gop, promiſed by his Prophets, by our Fore- 
fathers, and by his beloved Son of Jrael; let 
your bitter Sorrows be 1 into Joy, and _ 

aſts 


EE ART Fg AFC © To ona Rag tb Seen — 
. ——U —ů —ͤ—ę—̃ 


— . — es 


[34] 


Faſts into Feſtivals, for you ſhall weep no more, 


O my Sons of {/rae! : But Gop having given you 


this unſpeakable Comfort, rejoice ye therefore 
with Drums, Organs, and Muſick, giving Thanks 


to him for performing his Promiſe from all Ages; 


doing that every Day, which it is uſual for you 
to do upon the New-moons ; likewiſe that Day 
which is dedicated to Affliction and Sorrow, con- 
vert you into a Day of Mirth for my Appearance: 
In fine, fear you nothing, for you ſhail have Do- 


minion over the Nations; not only thoſe who 
are on Earth, but over thoſe Creatures alſo which 


are in the Depth of the Sea. All which is for 


6 your Conſolation and Rejoicing, 


SaBaTAY Ssyv1. 


eee the Diſciples of Sabatay Sevi 


were not ſo numerous, but many oppoſed his Do- 


ctrines; publickly avouching that he was an Im- 


| poſtor, and Deceiver of the People. Amongit 


theſe was one Samuel Penna, a Man of good Eſtate 


and Reputation in Smyrna, who affirming in the 


Synagogue, that the preſent Signs of the Coming 
of the Meſſiah were not either conformable to Scrip- 
ture, or the Doctrine of the Rabbi's, raiſed ſuch 
a Sedition and Tumult amongſt the Fews, as not 
only prevailed againſt Arguments, but would alſo 
have deprived him of his Life, had he not timely 


| conveyed himſelf out' of the Synagogue, and 


thereby eſcaped the Hands of the Multitude, who 
now could more eafily endure Blaſphemy againſt 
the Law of Moſes,. and the Profanation of the 
Sanctuary, than Contradiction or Miſbelief of the 
Doctrine of Sabatay. But however it fell out, 
Pennia himſelf, in a ſhort Time, becomes a Con- 
vert, and preaches up Sabatay for the Son of Gop, 


and Deliverer of the Zews ; The Example of the 


Maſter 
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Maſter is followed by that of his own Family ; ; 
his Daughters propheſy, and fall into ſtrange Ex- 
taſies; and not only thoſe of his Houſe, but four 
hundred other Men and Women propheſy of the 
growing Kingdom of Sabatay ; nay, young infants, 


who could yet ſcarce ſtammer out a Syllable to 


their Mothers, repeat, and pronounce plainly the 
Name of Sabatay the Meffiah, and Son of Gop. 
For ſo far had Gop (faith our Author) permitted 
the Devil to delude this People, that their very 


Children were for a Time poſſeſſed, and Voices 


heard to proceed from their Stomachs, and In- 
trails : They of riper Years fell firſt into a Trance, 
foamed at the Mouth, and then recounted the fu- 
ture Proſperity and Deliverance of the Iſraelites, 
their Viſions of the Lion of Judab, and the Tri- 
umphs of Sabatay: All which were certainly true, 
ſaith St. Paul, being the Effects of diabolical De- 
luſions; as the Jews themſelves ſince: have con- 
feſſed unto me. 

With theſe concomitant Acids; and Suc- 
ceſſes, Sabatay Sevi growing more preſumptuous, 
that he might correſpond with the Prophecies of 
Greatneſs and Dominion of the Meſſiab, proceeds 
to an Election of - thoſe Princes, who were to go- 
vern the Iſraelites in their March towards the 
tioly Land, and adminiſter Juſtice after their Re- 
ſtoration. The Names of them were theſe which 
follow, Men well known at Smyrna, who never 
(Gop knows) had Ambition to aſpire te the Title 
of Princes, until a ſtrange Spirit of Deceit and 
Deluſion had dl them, not only to hope {or 
it as poſſible, bur to expect it as certain. 


* Jaac Silvera, =: King David. 
Salomon Lagnados, Satomon, 
| | ; , JF > Salomon 


*.. ble repreſented, and was called by another Name, King 
David. 
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Salomon Lagnado, 3 ons : Zovah. 


v 


Foſeph Cohen, Uzziab. 
Maſes Galente, Joſapbat. 
Daniel Pinto, . Hilkiah. 
Abraham Scandale, Jotham. 
 Mokiab Gaſpar, Zedekiah. 
Abraham Leon, Acbas. 
Ephraim Arditi, Foram. 
Salom Carmona, Acbab. 
Mataſſia Aſcbenęſi, Aſa. 
Meir Alcaira, 9 Rehoboam. ) 
7 acob Loxas, -- | Ammon. 
Mordecai Feſſerun. JFeboachim. 
Chaim Inegna, 8 Jeroboam. 
Foſeph Scavillo, i. 
Conor. Nebemias, Zarobabel. 
Foſeph del Caire, Joas. 
Elcukin Schavit, | . Amaſia. © 
Abraham Rubio, Jaſiab. 
"Elias Sevi had the Title of The King of the King | 
3 e Kings. 
bs | Elias hs, his Vice-king, or Vizier. 


We | Foſeph Sevi, The King of the Kings of muas. 
4 Foſeph Inernuch, his V . | 


In this Manner Things ran to a ſtrange ande 
of Madneſs among the Jews at Smyrna; in which 
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| City there appeared ſuch Pageantry of Greatneſs, 
Wl that no Comedy could equal the Mock-ſhews they 
4 repreſented ; and though none durſt openly profeſs 
0 any Scruple, or Doubt of this common received 
„ Belief, yet for Confirmation of the Jes in their 
| 1 | Faith, and Aſtoniſhment of the Gentiles, it was 


i judg wed no leſs than neceſſary that Sabatay ſhould 
13 work ſome Miracles, whereby to evince to all-the 
. World that he was the true Meſſiah : And as the 
4 preſent Occaſion ſeemed to require an infallible 
1 Evidence 


C33} 


Evidence of this Truth, ſo it was dail expected 


by the Vulgar, with an Impatience ſuitable to Hu- 
mours diſpoled to Novelty ; who, out of every Ac- 
tion and Motion of their Prophet, began to fancy 
ſomething extraordinary and ſupernatural. Saba- 
tay was now horribly puzzled for a Miracle, al- 
though the Imagination of the People was ſo vi- 
tiated, that any Legerdemain, or Slight of Hand 
would have paſſed more eaſily with them for a 
Wonder, than Moſes ſtricking the Rock for Water, 
or dividing the Red. ſea. Whilſt in this Perplex- 
ity it happened, that he was, in Behalf of his Sub- 
jects, to appear before the Kadi, or Judge of the 


City, to demand Eaſe, and Relief of ſome Oppreſ- | 


ſions which aggrieved them: It was therefore 
thought neceſſary that a Miracle ſhould now. or ne- 


ver be performed : When Sabatay appearing with a 


formal and phariſaical Gravity, which he had ſtarcht 
on; ſome on a ſudden averred, that they ſaw a Pil- 
lar of Fire between him and the Kadi; which Re- 


0 preſently was heard through the whole Room, 
Il 


ed with Jews, who accompanied the Prophet, 
ſome of whom, impoſed on by Strength of Fancy, 
vowed and ſwore they ſaw it ; while others in the 
outward Court, or who could not come near enough 
to hear or ſee for the Croud, as ſpeedily took the 
Alarm. Thus the Rumour ran, and Belief ſeized 
the Women and Children at home in a Moment; 
ſo that Sabatay Sevi returned to his Houſe trium- 


phant, fixed in the Hearts of his People; who now 


needed no further Miracles to confirm them in their 
Faith. And thus was the Impoſtor exalted; and 


no Man thought worthy of Communication who 


did not believe him to be the Mæſiab; all others 
were called Kofrim, Infidels or Hereticks, liable to 
the Cenſure of Excommunication, with whom it; 
was not lawful ſo much as to eat. Every Man 


produced his Treaſure, his Gold and Jewels, 


offering 
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offering them at the Feet of Sabatay ; ; ſo that he 
could have commanded all the Wealth of Smyrna, 
but he was too ſubtil to accept their Money, leſt 
he ſhould render his Deſign ſuſpected by any Act 
of Covetouſneſs. Our Prophet, having thus com- 
pletely fixed himſelf in Smyrna, and filled other 
Places with Rumours of his Fame, declared, that 
he was called by Gop to viſit Conſtantinople, where 
the greateſt Part of his Work was to be accom- 
pliſhed. In ofder hereunto he privately ſhips him- 
ſelf, with ſome few Artendants on board a Turkiſh 
Saik, in the Month of January, 1666, leſt the 
| Croud of his Diſciples, and ſuch as might preſs 
to follow him, ſhould endanger his Safety with 
the Turks, who already began to be ſcandalized at 
the Reports and Prophecies which were ſpread con- 
cerning his Perſon. Bur although Sabatay took 
few into the Veſſel to him, yet a Multitude of 
Jews travelled over Land to meet again at Conftan- 
rinople him on whom all their Eyes and Expecta- 
tions were intent. The Wind proving northerly, 
as commonly it is in the Heleſpont and Propontis, 
Sabatay was thirty - nine Days in his Voyage, and 
yet the Veſſel had not then arrived; ſo little 
Power had this Meſſiah over the Sea and Winds. In 
the mean Time News being come to Conſtantinople, 
that the Jews Meſſiab was near at hand, all prepar- 
ed to receive him with the ſame Joy and Impa- 
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| k tience as was expreſſed in other Parts at which he 
[ had touched. The Great Vizier, (then alſo at Con- 


ſtantinople, preparing for his Expedition to Candia) 
having heard ſome Rumours of this Man, with the 
Diſorder and Madneſs which he had raifed amongſt 
the Fews, ſent two Boats, whilſt the Saik was de- 
tained by contrary Winds, with Commands to 
bring him up Priſoner to the Port. Accordingly, 
S$abatay being come, he was committed to the darkeſt 
and moſt — Dungeon in the Town, there 
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to remain in farther Expectation of the Vixier $ Sen- 


tence. 
The Jews were not at all diſcouraged at this ill 
Treatment of their Prophet, but rather confirmed 


in their Belief of him; as being the Accompliſh- 


ment of the Prophecy of thoſe Things which ought 
to precede his Glory and Dominion. This Conſi- 
deration induced the chiefeſt Perſons amongſt the 
Fews to make their Viſits and Addreſſes to him, 


with the ſame Ceremony and Reſpect in the Dun- 


geon as they would have done had he then ſat ex- 
alted on the Throne of Jraecl. Several of them, 
with one Anacago, by Name, a Man of great Eſteem 
amongſt the Fews, attended a whole Day in his 
Preſence, with their Eyes caſt-down, their Bodies 
bending forward, and Hands croſt before them 


(which are Poſtures of Humility and Service in the 


Eaſtern Countries) the Vileneſs of the Place, and 
his preſent Subjection, not having in the leaſt abat- 


ed their high Thoughts, and Reverence towards 
his Perſon. 


The Jews in Conſtantinople were now become as 


mad and diſtracted as they were in other Places. 


All Trade and Traffick was forbidden; and they 


who owed Money in no Manner careful how to 
ſatisfy it. Amongſt this wild Crew ſome were 


indebted to our (Engliſh) Merchants at Galata; 


who, not knowing the Way to get in their Caſh, 


partly for their Intereſt, and partly for Curioſity, 


thought fit to viſit this Sabatay, to whom they made 


their Complaints, that ſuch particular Fews upon' 
his Arrival (by Name) took upon them the Bold- 
neſs to defraud them of their Right, and deſired 
that he would be pleaſed to ſignify to theſe his Sub- 


jects, his Pleaſure to have Satisfaction made them: 
Whereupon Sabatay, with much Affectation, tale 
ing Pen and Paper, w. wrote to this Effect. | 


v | » * : , Top 
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To you of the Nation of the Jews, who expect the 
' Appearance of the Meſſiah, and the Salvation of 
IIrael, Peace without End. | | 
1 we are informed, that you are 

indebted to ſeveral of the Engliſb Nation: 
It ſeemeth right unto us to enorder you to make 
Satisfaction to theſe your Creditors: Which if you 
refuſe to do, and not obey us herein, know you, 
that then you are not to enter with us into our Joys 

and Dominions. | 3 


SaBaTAY SEI. 


In this Manner Sabatay Sevi remained a Priſoner 
at Conſtantinople for the Space of two Months; at 


= the End of which, the Vizier being ready to de- 
1 part for Candia, and conſidering the Tumults and 
5 Diſturbance which the Preſence of Sabatay had 
wu | already made at Conſtantinople, thought it not 


ſecure to ſuffer him to remain in the Imperial City, 
MH whilſt both the Grand Signior and himſelf were 
ö F abſent. He therefore changes his Priſon to the 
WW. Daidanelli, otherwiſe called The Caſtle of Ado, 
We being-on the Europe Side of the Heleſpont, oppolite 
3 to Seftos, Places famous in Greek Poetry. This 
| Removal of Sabatay, from a worſe Priſon to one 
of a better Air, confirmed the Jes with greater 

Confidence of his being the Meffiab; on a Pre- 
1 ſumption that, had it been in the Power of the 
„ Vizier, or other Officers of the Turks, to have 
; deſtroyed his Perſon, they would never have per- 
4 mitted him to live ſo long; in regard their Maxims 
wo teach them to remove all Jealouſies and Suſpici- 


5 ons of Ruin to their State by the Death of the 

vp Party feared. Now there was the more Reaſon 

it (| to execute this Law on Sabatay, as he had not 

= only declared himſelf the King of Iſrael, but alſo. _ 

We | - publiſhed Prophecies fatal to the Grand Signior * 
and his Kingdoms. | 


With 


[4] : 
With this Conſideration, and others preceding» 
the Fews flock in great Numbers to the Caſtle» 
where he was impriſoned, not only from the 
neighbouring Parts, but alſo from Poland, Germa- 
2y, Leghorn, Venice, Amſterdam, and other Places 
where they reſide, on all whom, as a Reward of the 
Expence and Labours of their Pilgrimage, Sabatay 


beſtowed Plenty of his Benedictions; promiſing 


Encreaſe of their Store, and Enlargement of their 
Poſſeſſions in the Hoh Land. In effect, ſo great 
was the Concourſe of the Fews'to this Place, that 
the Turks thought it requiſite to make their Ad- 
vantage of it; accordingly they not only raiſed 
the Price of their Proviſion, Lodgings, -and other 
Neceſlaries, but alſo refuſed to admit any to the 
Preſence of Sabatay, unleſs for Money; ſetting 


the Price ſometimes at five, ſometimes at ten Dol: 
lars more or leſs, according as they gueſſed at their 


Abilities, or Zeal: of the Perſon. - It was on 
account of this Gain and Advantage to the Turks 
that no Complaints or Advice were carried to 
Acdrianople, either of the daily Report of People, 
or their extravagant Talk; but rather all Civili- 
ties, and Liberty were indulged them; which 
ſerved as a farther Argument to delude this poor 
People in the Belief of their Meſſiab. 8 355 
During this Time of Confinement, Sabatay 
had Leiſure to compoſe and inſtitute a new 
Method of Worſhip for the Fews; and prin- 
cipally the Manner of the Celebration of the 


Day of his Nativity, which he preſcribed in this 


1 " 


Rethren, and my People, Men of Religion in- 
D habiting the City of Smyrna the renowned, 
here live Men and Women, and Families; 
Peace be unto you from mn Lord of Ow and 
f | ; . 1 
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from me, his beloved Son, King Salomon; I 
command you that the ninth Day of the Month 
of + A next to come, you make a Day of Invi- 
tation, and of great Joy, celebrating it with choice 
Meats and pleaſing Drinks, with many Candles 
and Lamps, with Muſick and Songs, becauſe it 
is the Day of the Birth of Sabatay Sevi, the high 
King above all Kings of the Earth. And as to Mat- 
ters of Labour, and other Things of like Nature, 
do, as becomes you, upon a Day of Feſtival, adorn- 
ed with your fineſt Garments. With regard to 
your Prayers, let the ſame Order be uſed as upon 
Feſtivals. To converſe with Chriſtians on that Day 
is unlawful, though your Diſcourſe be of Matters 
indifferent: All Labour is forbidden, but to ſound 
Inſtruments is lawful. This ſhall be the Method 
and Subſtance. of your Prayers on this Day of 
Feſtival: After you have ſaid, Bleſſed be thou, 
O holy Gop ! then proceed and ſay, Thou haſt ch. 
ſen us before all People, and hath; ioved us, and 
haſt been delighted with us; and haſt humbled us 


more than all other Nations; and haſt ſanctified 
us with thy Precepts, and haſt brought us near to 
thy Service, and the Service of our King. Thy 


holy, great, and terrible Name thou haſt publiſn- 
ed amongſt us; and haſt given us, O Loxp Gop, 
according to thy Love, Limes of Joy, of Feſtivals, 
and of Mirth; alſo this Day of Conſolation for a 
ſolemn Convocation of Holineſs, for the Birth of 


our King the Meſſiah, Sabatay Sevi, thy Servant, and 


frſt-born Son in Love, through whom we com- 
memorate our coming out of Egypt. And then 


you 
een ee e 

A According to the foregoing Liſt Salaman Lagnade, repre: 
ſents King $:/amon, by whom this Order ſcems to have been, 
publiſhed. ©" I ae ata 
::+ Which, according to our Account, anſwered that Year to 
the Month of Jane. Co 
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you ſhall read for your Leſſon the iſt, iid, and tid 
Chapters of Deut. to the 17th Verſe, appointing 
for the reading thereof five Men, in a perfect and 
uncorrupted Bible, adding thereunto the Bleſſings of | | 
the Morning, as are preſcribed for Days of Feſti- 
val: And for the Leſſon out of the Prophets uſual- 
ly read in the Synagogue every Sabbath, you ſhall 
read the xxxiſt Chap. of Feremiab. To your Prayer, 
called Muſſaf (uſed in the Synagogue every Sabbath 
and ſolemn Feſtival) you ſhall join that of the pre- 
ſent Feſtival. Inſtead of the Sacrafice of Addition, 
of the returning of the Bible to its Place, you ſhall 
read with an audible Voice and clear Sound, P/alm 
xcv. And at the firſt Praiſes in the Morning, after 
you have ſang P/alm xci. and juſt before you ſing 
Pſalm xcvili. you ſhall repeat P/alm cxxxii. but in 
the laſt Verſe, where it is ſaid, As for his Enemies, I 
ſhall clothe them with Shame, but upon himſelf ſhall 
his Crown flouriſh , in the Place of (upon himſelf) 
you ſhall read p the Moft High : After which ſhall 
tollow the cxxvith Pſalm, and then rhe cxiiith to 
the cxixth. 47 | 
At the Conſecration of the Wine upon the Vigil, 
or Even, you ſhall make Mention of the Feaſt of 
Conſolation ; which is the Day of the Birth of our 
King the Meſſiah, Sabatay Sevi, thy Servant, and: 
firſt- born Son, giving the Bleſſing as followeth : 
Bleſſed be thou our Gop, King of the World, who” 
| haſt cauſed us to live, and haſt maintain'd us, and 
_ haſt kept us alive unto this Time. Upon the Eve 
of this Day you ſhall read alſo the Ixxxiſt Palm, as 
alſo the cxxxiid and cxxvith Pſalms, which are ap- 
pointed for the Morning Praiſes. And this Day ſhall 
be unto you for a Remembrance of a ſolemn Day. 
unto eternal Ages, and a perpetual Teſtimony be- 
tween me, and the Sons of 7/rael, 


SaBATAY. Sevi. 


F 2 | Beſides 
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Beſides this Order and Method of Prayers for 


Solemnization of his Birth, he preſcribed other 
Rules for Divine Service, and particularly publiſh- 


ed the ſame Indulgence and Privilege to every one 
who ſhould-pray at the Tomb of his Mother, as if 
he had taken on him a Pilgrimage to pray and ſa- 


crifice at Feruſulem. , 


The Devotion of the Ferws toward this pretend- 


ed Me Mab increaſed ſtill more and more: So that 


not only the Chiet of the City went to attend, and 


— 1 1 their Service toward him in the Time of 


is Impriionment, but likewiſe decked their Syna- 
gogue with S. S. in Letters of Gold; making for him 


on the Wall a Crown, in the Circle of which was 


wrote the xcift Pſalm at Length, in fair and legible 
Characters; attributing the ſame Titles to Sabatay, 
and expounding the Scriptures, in favour of his 
Appearance, as we do of our SAviouR. | 
However ſome of the Jews remained in their 
Wits all this Time, amongſt whom was a certain 


| Khbokbam at Smyrna, one zealous for his Law, as 


well as for the Good and Safety of his Nation; this 


Perſon, obſerving in what a wild Manner the 


whole People of the Fews was tranſported, with the 
groundleſs Belief of a Meſiab; leaving not only 
their Trade, and Courſe of Living, but publiſhing 
Prophecies of a ſpeedy Kingdom, a Reſcue from the 
Tyranny of the Turk, and leading the Grand Sig- 
niar himſelf Captive in Chains. Theſe were Mat- 
ters ſo dangerous and obnoxious to the State 
wherein they lived, as might juſtly convict them 
of Treaſon and Rebellion, and leave them to the 


Mercy of that Juſtice, which, on the leaſt Jealouſy 


and Suſpicion of this Nature, uſes to extirpate Fa- 


by milies, and ſubvert the Manfion-houſes of their 


own People. How much ſooner then would 


deal thus by the Jews, whom the Twrks would 


gladly take Occaſion to deſpoil of their Eſtates, and 
: "outs 
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cordemin-i20 i perpetual Slavery. And indeed ir BD 


would have been a greater Wonder than ever Saba- 


tay. ſhewed, that the Turks took no Advantage from | 


all theſe Extravagances, to drain the Jews of a 
conſiderable :Sum of Money, and ſet their whole 


Race in Turkyat a Ranſom; had not theſe Extrava- 


gancies yeilded them Matter of Paſtime, and been 
the Subject of Laughter and Scorn to the Turks ; 
who ſuppoſed it a Diſparagement to the Greatneſs 


of the Ottoman Empire, to be concerned for the Ru- 
mours and Combuſtions of this diſperſed People. 
With theſe Conſiderations this Khokbam, that 


he might clear himſelf of the Blood and Guilt of 
his Countrymen, goes before the Kadi, and there 
proteſts againſt the preſent Infatuation z declaring, 
that he had no Hand in ſetting-up of Sabatay, but 


was an Enemy both to him and to his whole Sect. 


This Freedom of the Khokham ſo enraged and ſcan- 
_ dalized the Jets, that they judged no Condemna- 
tion or Puniſhment too ſevere againſt ſuch an Of- 
fender, (as they called him) ſuch a Blaſphemer of 
their Law, and Holineſs of the Meſſiab. There- 
fore, accuſing him as diſobedient in a capital Na- 
ture to their Government, they, by Money and Pre- 
ſents to the Kadi, got him ſentenced to have his 


Beard ſhaved, and to be condemned to the Galles. 


« There wanted nothing now to the Appearance 
of the Meſſiah, and the Solemnity of his Coming, 
but the Preſence of Elias, whom the Fews bega 


to expect hourly ; and with ſo much Attention and 


Earneſtneſs, that every Dream, or Phantaſm to a 


weak Head was judged to be the Prophet's: It be- 


ing averred and taught, (as Matter of Faith) that 

he was ſeen in divers Forms and Shapes, tho? not to 
be certainly diſcovered or known, before the Com- 
ing of the Meſſiab. For this Superſtition is ſo deep- 
ly rooted. amongſt them, that generally in their 
Families they ſpread a Table for Elias the Prophet, 
„ TO 
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to which they make an Invitation of poor People; 
leaving the chief Place empty for the Lord Elias, 
whom they believe to be inviſibly preſent at the 
Entertainment, and there to eat, and drink, with · 
out Dimunition, either of the Diſhes, or of the Li- 
quor. One Perſon amongſt the Jews commanded 
his Wife, after a Supper of this kind, to leave the 
Cup filled with Wine, and the Meat ſtanding all 
Night, for Elias to Feaſt himſelf and rejoice alone: 
The next Morning ariſing early, he affirmed, that 
Elias took his Banquet ſo kindly, that, in Token 
of his Gratitude, and kind Acceptance, he had re- 
pleniſhed the Cup with Oil, inſtead of Wine. It 
is a certain Cuſtom amongſt the Fews on the Even- 
ing of the Sabbath, to repeat certain Praiſes of God 
5 (called Havdola) which ſignifies a Diſtinction, or 
1 Separation of the Sabbath from the profane Days, 
3 (as they call them) which Praiſes they obſerve to 
perform in this Manner. One takes a Cup, filled 
with Wine, and drops it through the whole Houſe, 
ſaying, Elias the Prophet, Elias the Prophet, Elias 
the Prophet, come quickly to us with the Meſſiah, 
the Son of Go, and David; and this they affirm to 
be ſo acceptable to Elias, that he never fails to pre- 
ſerve that Family, ſo devoted to him, and proſper 
it with Bleſſings of Increaſe. : 
Many other Things the Jews avouch of Elias, 
fo ridiculous, as they are not fit to be related. 
Amongſt the reſt this one is not remote from our 
Purpoſe. AttheCircumſion there is always a Chair 
{et for Elias: And Sabatay Sevi, being once invited 
at Smyrna to the Circumſion of the firſt- born Son 
of one Abraham Gutiere, a Kinſman of the Pro- 
phet, and all Things ready for the Ceremony, he 
exhorted the Parents of the Child to wait a while 
until his farther Order. After a good half Hour 
Sabatay ordered them to proceed, and cut the Pre- 


Puce of the Child; which was inſtantly performed 
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with all Joy and Satisfaction to the Parents: And 
being afterwards demanded the Reaſon why he re- 
tarded the Performance of that Function; his An- 
ſwer was, That Elias had not as yet taken his 
“ Seat, whom, as ſoon as he ſaw placed, he or- 
* dered them to proceed; but that now ſhortly 
« Elias would diſcover himſelf openly, and pro- 
* claim the News of the general Redemption.“ 
This being the common Opinion amongſt the 
| Fews, and that Sabatay Sevi was the Meſſiah, being 
become an Article of Faith, it was not hard to per- 
ſuade them, that Elias was come already; that they 
met him in their Diſhes, in the dark, in their Bed- 
chambers, or any where elſe, but inviſible, in the 
ſame Manner as our common People in England 
believe of Hobgoblins, and Fairies. For ſo it was, 
when Solomon Cermona, an Inhabitant of Smyrna, 
making a great Feaſt, to which the principal Fews 
of the City were invited; after they had eaten and 
drank freely, one. ſtarts from his Seat, and avers 
that he ſaw Elias upon the Wall, and accordingly. 
bows to him, and pays his Compliments with all 
Reverence and Humility: Some others, having in 
like Manner their Fancies prepoſſeſſed, and their: 
Eyes with the Fume of Wine ill-diſpoſed to diſtin- 
guiſh Shadows from Subſtances, immediately: as; 
greed upon the Object, after which there wa 
not one in the Company who would ſay he did 
not ſee him: At this Surpriſe every one waz. 
ſtruck with Reverence and Awe; and the moſt 
eloquent amongſt them, having their Tongues 
looſsd with Joy, and Wine, directed Orations, En- 
comiums, and Acts of Thankfulneſs to Elias; court- 
ing and complimenting him, as diſtracted Lovers 
do the ſuppoſed Preſence of their Miſtreſſes. 
About the ſame Time a Few at Conſtantinople re- 
ported, that he met Elias in the Streets, habited like 
a Turt, with whom he had a long Communication; 
F R is + a 5 35 * ; and 
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and that he enjoined the Obſervation of many neg- 
lected Ceremonies; and particularly the Zezit, 

Numb. xv. 38. Speak unto the Children of Iſrael, 
and bid them that they make Fringes in the Borders of 
their Garments, throughout their Generations; and 
Phat they put upon the Fringe of the Border a Ribbon 
of blue. Alſo the Peots, Levit. xix. 27. Ye Hall 

not round the Corners of your Head, nor marr the 
Corners of your Beard. This Apparition of Elias 
being believed as ſoon as publiſhed, every one be- 
gan to obey the Viſion, by fringing their Gar- 

| ments. As for their Heads, though always ſhaved, 
| N according to the Turkiſh and Eaſtern Faſhion 3 and 

H that ſuffering the Hair to grow was to Men, not 

| accuſtomed thereto, heavy and incommodious, as 
well as prejudicial to their Healths ; yet to begin 
again to renew, as far as was poſſible, the ancient 


9 Ceremonies, every one nouriſhed-a Lock of Hair on 
„ each Side, which might be viſible beneath their 
35 Caps. This ſoon after began to be a Sign of Di- 
5 ſtinction between the Believers and Kofrims, a Name 
4 of Diſhonour, ſignifying as much as Unbelievers, or 


Hetetichs, given to thoſe who confeſſed not —_— | 
to be the Meſiab: In ſhort, with regard to thoſe | 
_ Particulars, it was declared, as a Menace of Elias, 

F ttat, if they were not obſerved; the People of the 
. | Fes, who were to come from the River Sabation, 
1 (us is ſpecified in the IId Book of E/dras, Chap. 
We. iii.) ſhould take Vengeance of thoſe Who were 
| guilty of ſuch Omiſſionns. 1 
But to return again to Sabatay Sevi himſelf, we 
find him ſtill remaining a Priſoner in the Caſtle of 
Abydos' upon the Helleſpont, admired and adored by 
his Brethren, with more Honour than before, and 
viſited by Pilgrims from all Parts where the Fame 
of the Coming of the Męſſiab had arriv'd. 1 
eb ee Fs en UOTE kr H 3a 740 1 


Fe River Sabation is not mentioned in the Place here 
cited: But the Jews interpret it of that River. | 
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the reſt one from Poland, named Nehemiah Cohen, 
was of ſpecial Note, and Renown, learned in the 
Hebrew, Syriak, and. Chaldee; and verſed in the 


Doctrine and Kabala of the Rabbis, as well as Saba- 
zay himſelf. It was ſaid of him, that, had not Sevi an- 


ticipated the Deſign, he eſteemed himſelf as able a 


Fellow to act the Part of a Maſſiab as that bold Im- 
poſtor. However, it being now too late to pub- 
liſh any ſuch Pretence, as Sabatay had already got- 
ten eleven Points of the Law on his Side, by Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Office, and with that the Hearts and 


Belief of the Jes, Nehemiah was contented with 


ſome ſmall Appendage, or Relation to a Meſſiah ; 


and therefore, to lay his Deſign the better, deſired a 
private Conference with Sabatay. Theſe two great 


Rabbis being together, a hot Diſpute aroſe between 


them: For Coben alledged, that, according to Scrip- 


ture and the Expoſition of the Learned thereon, 
there were to be two Maſſiabs, one called Ben E- 
Phraim, and the other Ben David. The firſt was to 
be a Preacher of the Law, poor, and deſpiſed, a 
Servant of the ſecond, and his Fore-runner : The 


other was to be great and rich, to reſtore the cus 
to Feruſalem, to ſit upon the Throne of David, and 


to perform and act all thoſe Triumphs and Con- 


_ queſts which were expected from Sabatay. Nebe- 


miab was contented to be Ben Ephraim, the afflict- 


ed and poor Meſſiah ; and Sabatay (for any thing I 


have heard) was well enough content he ſhould be 


ſo: But Nebemiah accuſed him for being too- for- 
ward in publiſhing himſelf the latter Mæſſiab, before 


Ben Ephraim had firſt been known unto the World. 
Sabatay took this Reprehenſion very ill, either out of 
Pride and Thoughts of his own Infallibility, or that 


he ſuſpected Nehemiah, being once admitted for 
Ben Ephraim, would quickly (being a ſubtil and 


learned Perſon) perſuade the World, that he was Ben 
David : So that he would by no Means underſtand, 
” G or 
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or admit of this Doctrine, or of Ben Ephraim for 4 


neceſſary Officer. Hereupon the Diſpute grew ſo 


hot, and the Controverſy ſo irreconcileable, that 


it was taken notice of by the Jews, and contro- 
verted amongſt them, as every one fancied : But 
Sabatay being of great Authority, his Sentence pre- 
vailed; and Nehemiah was rejected as ſchiſmatical, 
and an Enemy to the Maſſiab: Which afterward 
proved the Ruin and Downfal of this Inpaſtor. 
For Nehemiah, impatient to be thus baffled, being 
a Perſon of Authority, and an haughty Spirit, me- 
ditated nothing but Revenge. To execute his De- 
ſign to the full, he takes a Journey to Adrianople, 
and there informs the chief Miniſters of State, and 
Officers of the Court, who (by reaſon of the Gain 
which the Turks made of their Priſoner at the Ca/- 
tie on the Helleſpont) had heard nothing of all this 


- Concourſe of People, and Propheſies of the Revolt 


of the Jes from their Obedience to the Grand Sig- 
nor. He was joined in this Undertaking by cer- 
tain diſcontented and unbelieving Khokhams, who 


being zealous for their Nation, and jealous of the 


ill Conſequences of this long-continued, and in- 
creaſing Madneſs, took Liberty to inform the Khi- 


maß ham (who was Deputy of the Great Vizir, then at 


Kandia) that the Few-priſoner, at the Caſtle, called 
Sabatay Sevi, was a lewd Perſon: That he endeavoured 
to debauch the Minds of the Fews, and divert them 
from their honeſt Courſe of Livelihood, as well as 
Obedience to the Grand Signor; and that therefore it 
was neceſſary to clear the World of ſo factious and 
dangerous a Spirit. The Khimakbam, being thus in- 


formed, could do no leſs than acquaint the Grand 


Signor with all the Particulars of this Man's Condition, 
Courſe of Life, and Doctrine; which were no ſooner 


underſtood, than a Chauſp, or Meſſenger, was im- 


mediately diſpatched, to bring up Sabatay Sevi to 
Adrianople. The Chauſb nee 
rene * the 
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the 7 urkiſh Faſhion in Haſte ; and brought this 


Impoſtor in a few Days to Adrianople, without fur- 


ther Excuſe or Ceremony; not affording him an 
Hour's Space to take a ſolemn Farewel of his 
Friends, his Followers and Adorers ; who now 
were come to the vertical Point of all their Hopes 


and Expectations. 


The Grand Signor, having by this Time reciev- 


ed divers Informations of the Madneſs of the Jes, 
and the Pretences of Sabatay, grew big with De- 


fire and Expectation to ſee him: So that he no 


ſooner arrived at Adrianople, but the fame Hour 


he was brought before his Majeſty. Sabatay ap- 


peared much dejected, and fallen from that Cou- 
rage which he ſhewed in the 3 Being 


aſked ſeveral Queſtions in Turkiſh, by the Sultan, he 


would not truſt ſo-far to the Virtus of his Meſſiab- 


hip, as to deliver himſelf in that Language; but 
deſired that a Doctor of Phyſick, (who had from 


a Few turned Muſſelman) might be his Interpreter. 


This Requeſt was granted him; but not without 


Reflections of the Standers-by; that, had he been 
the Meſſiabh, and Son of Gop, as he formerly pre- 
tended, his Tongue would have flown with Va- 
riet as well as with the Perfection of Languages. 
To put the Matter to a ſhort Iſſue, the Grand 
Signor inſiſted on a Miracle, and it muſt be one 


of his own chuſing: Which was, that Sabatay 


ſhould be ſtript naked, and ſet as a Mark to his 
dexterous Archers : If the Arrows paſſed not thro? 
his Body, but that his Fleſh and Skin was Proof 
like Armour, then he would believe him to be the 
Meſſiab, and the Perſon whom Gop had deſigned 
for thoſe Dominions, and Greatneſſes, to which 


he pretended. But now Sabatay, not having Faith 


enough to ſtand fo ſharp a Trial, renounced -all 
his Title to Kingdoms and Government; ; alledg- 


ing, that he was an ordinary Khokbam, and a poor 
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Jeu, as others were, and had nothing of Privilege, 
or Virtue above the reſt. Sultan Mabomet, not 


wpholly fatisfied with this plain Confeſſion, declar- 


ed; that, having given publick Scandal to the 
Profeſſors of the Mahumetan Religion, and done 
Diſhonout to his ſovereign Authority, by pretend- 
ing to wreſt from him ſuch a conſiderable Province, 


as the Land of Paleſtine, his Treaſon and Crime 


was not to be expiated by any other Means than 
a Converſion to the Mabumetan Faith; which if he 
refuſed to comply with, the Stake was ready at the 


Sabatay, being now reduced to the Extremity of 


his latter Game; and not in the leaſt doubtful what 


to do; (for to die for what he was aſſured was falſe 
was againſt Nature, and the Death of a Mad- man) 
replied with much Chearfulneſs, that he was con- 
tented to turn Muſſelman, and that not againſt his 


Will, but of Choice; for having, he ſaid, been a 
long Time deſirous of ſo glorious a Profeſſion, he 
eſteemed himſelf much honoured, that he had an 
Opportunity to own it firſt in the Preſence of the 
Soltan. And here was the uon plus ultra of all the 


Bluſter and Noiſe of this vain Impoſtor. 


And now the Reader may be pleaſed to pauſe a 
while, and contemplate the ſtrange Point of Con- 


ſternation, Shame, and Silence, to which the Jews 


were reduced, when they underſtood how ſpeedily 
their Hopes were vaniſhed;-and how poorly.and 
ignominiouſly all their Fancies and Promiſes of a 
new Kingdom, with their Pageentry, and Offices 
of Devotion, had paſt away like a Tale, or a 
Midnight's Dream : Matters thus concluding, the 
Fews junk on a ſudden, and fell flat in their Hopes, 
without fo much as a Line of Comfort, or Excuſe 
from Sabatay; more than an Exhortation in gene- 
ral, to all the Brethren, that now they would vo 
we 
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well to apply themſelves to their Callings and Ser- 
vices of Gop, as formerly, for that Matters relat- 
ing unto him were finiſhed, and the Sentence paſt. 
The News that Sabatay was become Turk, and 
the Meſiab a Mahumetan, quickly filled all Parts 
of Turky. The Jews were ſtrangely. ſurpriſed at 
it, and aſhamed of their eaſy Belief, as well as 
of the Arguments with which they had perſuaded 
one the other, and of the Proſelites they had made 
in their own Families. Abroad they became the 
common Deriſion of the Towns where they inha-' 
bited ; the Boys hooted after them, coining at 
Smyrna a new Word, viz. Ponftai, which every 
one, on Sight of a Few, with a Finger pointed oat, 
would pronounce with Scorn and Contempt : So- 
that this deluded People for a long Time after 
were oyerwhelmed with Confuſion, Silence, and 
Dejection of Spirit. Yet moft of them ſtill affirm, 
that Sabatay is not turned Turk ; onde his Sha- 
dow only which remains on Earth, and walks 
about with a white Head, and in the Habit of a 
Mahumetan; but that his natural Body and Soul 
are taken into Heaven, there to reſide until the 
Time appointed for Accompliſhment of theſe 
Wonders: And this Opinion began ſo generally 
to take Place, as if this People reſolved never to 
be undeceived ; {till uſing the Forms and Rules 
for Devotion preſcribed them by their Mabumetan 
Meſhab+ Tnfomuch that the Khokhams of Conſtan- 
tinople, fearing the Danger of this Error might 
creep UP, by degrees, and equal the former, con- 
demned the Belief of Sabatay's being the Maſſiah as 
damnable; and enjoined them to return to the 
ancient Method and Service of Gop, upon Pain 
of Excommunication. The Stile and Tenure o 


their Letter was as followeth. | 


To 
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To you who have the Power of Prieſt bood, and are 


the knowing, learned, and magnanimous Gover- 
nors and Princes, reſt ding in the City of Smyrna, 
may the Almighty Gop _—_ you, HO For 
/o is bis Will. | 


7 HES E our Letters, which we fond in in the 


midſt of your Habitations, are upon Oc- 


calion of certain Rumours and Tumults come to 


our Ears from that City of your Holineſs. For 
there is a Sort of Men amongſt you, who fortify 


themſelves in their Error, and ſay, let ſuch a one, 


our King, live; and alſo bleſs him in their pub- 
lick Synagogue every Sabbath-day ; adding Pialms 
and Hymns, invented by that Man, for certain 
Days, with Rules and Methods for Prayer ; which 
Things ought not to be done, and yer they will 
ſtill remain obſtinate therein. Now behold it is 


known unto you, how many ſwelling Waters have 


paſſed over our Souls, for his Sake; for had it not 
been for the Mercies of Gop, ich are without 
End, and rhe Merit of our Forefathers, which 


hath aſſiſted us, the Foot of J/rae! had been 
razed out by their Enemies : And yet you continue 


obſtinate in Things which do not help, but rather 


do Miſchief ; which Gov avert. Turn you there- 


fore, for this is not the true Way; but reſtore the 


Crown to the ancient Cuſtom and Uſe of your 
F orefathers, and the Law, and from thence do not 
ſwerve. We command you, that by your Authority, 
under Pain of Excommunication, and other Penal- 
ties, all thoſe Ordinances and Prayers, (as well 
thoſe delivered by the Mouth of that Man, as thoſe 
which he enjoined by the Mouths of others) be 


quite aboliſhed and made void, and to be found | 
no more; and that they never enter more into 
your] 


* The Jenus ſcruple to ſay the Head of Jac. 


_ falſe Mæſiab: As that when the Grand Signor ſent to 
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your Hearts; but judge ye according to the an- 


cient Commandment of your Forefathers, repeating 
the ſame Leſſons and Prayers every Sabbath, as 
hath been cuſtomary; as alſo Collects for Kings, 


Potentates, and Anointed, Sc. And bleſs the 


King, Soltan Mabumet, for in his Days hath great 
Salvation been wrought for Vael; and become 


not Rebels to his Kingdom, which Gop forbid. 


For after all this, which is paſt, the leaſt Motion 


will be a Cauſe of Jealouſy, and you will bring 


Ruin upon your own Perſons, and upon all which 
is near and dear to you: Wherefore abſtain from 
the Thoughts of this Man, and let not ſo much as 
his Name proceed out of your Mouths. For know, 
if you will not obey us herein, (and it will be 
known who and what thoſe Men are who refuſe to 
conform unto us) we are reſolved to proſecute 
them, as our Duty is. He who doth hear and 
obey us, may the Bleſſing of Goo reſt upon him. 
Theſe are the Words of thoſe who ſeek your Peace 
and Good, having in Conſtantinople, on Sunday 
the fifth of the Month Sevat, underwritten their 


Names. 


Joam Tob, Son of Khananiah Ben- Jacar, 


Jſaac Alnacagna, Eliezer Caſtie, 
Joſeph Kazabi, Eliezer Gherſon, 
Manaſſeb Barndo, Foſeph Accoben, 


* Kalib, Son of Samuel, Eliezer Aluff. 


During the Time of all theſe Tranſactions at 


Conſtantinople, Smyrna, Abydos, upon the Helleſpont, 
and at Adrianople, the eus, neglecting their Mer- 
chantile Courſe, and Advices, what Prizes Com- 
modities bore, and Matters of Traffick, ſtuffed 
their Letters for {taly, and other Parts, with no- 
thing but Wonders and Miracles wrought by their 
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take him, he cauſed all the Meſſengers immediate- 
ly to die; upon which other Fanizaries being again 
ſent, they all fell dead, with a Word only trom 


his Mouth; and being deſired to revive them again, 


he immediately recalled them to Lite : But of them 
only ſuch who were true Tarks, and not thoſe who 
had denied the Faith which they were brought up 
in, and had profeſſed. They added, that Sibatay 
went voluntarily to Priſon; and that though the 
Gates were barred and ſhut with ſtrong Locks of 
Iron, yet was he ſeen to, walk through the Streets 
with a numerous Attendance; nay, and when Shac- 
kels were put on his Neck and Feet, they not onl 
fell from him, but were converted into Gold, wit 
which he gratified his true and faithful Believers 
and Diſciples. | | 

Some Miracles alſo were reported of Nathan: 
Such as that only on reading the Name of any par- 
ticular Man, or Woman, he would immediately 
recount the Story of his or her Life, their Sins or 
Defaults, and accordingly pronounce juſt Correcti- 
on and Penance for them. Theſe ſtrong Reports 
coming thus confidently into Italy, and all Parts, 
the Fews of Caſel di Monferrato reſolved to ſend 
three Perſons in Behalf of their Society, in the Na- 
ture of extraordinary Legates, to Smyrna, to make 
Enquiry after the Truth of all theſe Rumours. 
The Legates arrived at Smyrna, full of Expectation 
and Hopes, intending to preſent themſelves with. 
great Humility and Submiſſion before their Maſſiah 
and his Prophet Nathan, but were quickly morti- 
fied with the ſad News, that Sabatay was turned 
Mahbumetan. By which Information the Character 


of their Embaſſy in a Manner ceaſing, each of them, 


laying aſide the Formality of his miniſterial Functi- 


on, endeavoured to lodge himſelf beſt to his own 


Convenience. 
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However, that they might return to their Bre- 
thren in Tah, with the certain Particulars of the 
Event of Affairs, they made a Viſit to the Impo- 
ſtor's Brother; who ſtill continued to perſuade 
them, That, notwithſtanding what had paſt, Sa- 
<« -batay was the true Me/iah : That it was not he 
« who had taken on him the Habit and Form of a 


«© Turk, but his Angel or Spirit; his Body being 


e aſcended into Heaven, until Gop ſhould again 
<< ſee the Seaſon and Time to reſtore it: Adding 
further, That an Effect hereof. they ſhould ſee 
<< verified by the Prophet Nathan, now every Day 
* expected; who, having wrought Miracles in 


* many Places, would alſo, for their Conſolation, 


„reveal hidden Secrets unto them, with which 
„ they ſhould remain not only ſatisfied, but aſto- 
<< niſhed. ” With this ſole Hope of Nathan theſe 


 Legates were a little comforted, reſolving to attend 


his Arrival ; in regard they had a Letter to conſign 
into his ETantls, and, according to their Inſtructi- 
ons, were to demand of him the Grounds he had 
for his Prophecies ; what Aſſurance he had, that he 
was divinely inſpired ; and how theſe Things were 
revealed unto him, which he had committed to Pa- 


per, and diſperſed to all Parts of the World. 


At length Nathan arrives near Smyrna, on = 
day the third of March, towards the Evening; 
and on Sunday theſe Legates made their Viſit to 
him : But Nathan, upon the News of the bad Suc- 


ceſs of his beloved Meſſiab, began to grow ſullen 
and reſerved; ſo that the Legates could ſcarce pro- 


cure Admittance to him. All they could do was 


to inform him, that they had a Letter to him from 
the Brotherhood of ltaly, and Commiſſion to con- 
fer with him concerning the Foundation and Au- 


thority he had for. his Prophecies. But Nathan 
refuſed to take the Letter, ordering Kain Abolafia, 
a Khokham of the City of "To. to recieve it; ſo 

=: that 
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that the Legates returned ill-contented, but yet 


with Hopes on Nathan's Arrival at Sey to re- 


cieve better Satisfaction. 


But whilſt Nathan intended to enter into Sms 


the Khokhams of Conſtantinople, being before adviſ- 


ed of his Reſolution to take a Journey into their 
Parts, yet not knowing by which Way he might 
come, ſent their Letters and Orders to Smyrna, 
Pruſa, and every way round, to hinder his Paſſage, 
and interrupt his Journey. -For as Things began 


now to compoſe themſelves, the Twrks to be ap- 


peaſed for the former Diſorders, and the Minds of 
the Jews in ſome Manner ſettled, they were afraid 
farther Miſchiefs might ariſe, and Combuſtions 
burſt out afreſn, by the Appearance of this new 
Impoſtor; and therefore 3 the Letter as 
followeth. 


) ²˙1 tons” et mites 


who reſide, for the great GoD f the whole MWerla, 


in the City of Smyrna, which is Mother in Iſra- 8 


elz to ber Princes, her Prieſts, her Judges, andeſpe- 
wh cially to the wiſe Men whoare perfett, and of great 
Experience: May the Logp Gop cauſe you to live 

before bim, and delight in the Multitude of Peace, 
Amen, /o be the Will of the Lox p. 


HESE our Letters are diſpatched unto you, 

to let you underſtand, that-in the- Place of 
your Holineſs, we have heard that the learned 
Man, who was in Gaza, called Nathan Benjamin, 
hath publiſhed vain Doctrines, and made the 
World tremble at his Words and Inventions : And 
that at this Time we have received Advice, that 
this Man ſome Days ſince departed from Gaza, 
and took his Journey by the Way of Skanderone , 
intending there to embark for Smyrna, and thence 


to go either. to Conſtantinople, or to Mm 


” or — „ the Port of Wau in Syria. 
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And though it ſeem, ſtrange unto us, that any 

Man ſhould have a Deſire to throw himſelf into a 
Place of Flames and Fire, and into the Sparks.of 
Hell; notwithſtanding we ought to fear, and ſuſ- 
pect it; For the Feet of Man always guide to bim the 
worſt: "Wherefore we under-written do advertiſe 
'you, that if this Man cometh within the Bounds 
of your Juriſdiction, you give a Stop to his Jour- 
ney, and ſuffer ' him not to proceed: farther, but 
oblige him preſently to return back. For we would 
have you know, that ſhould he come hither, he 
will again begin to move thoſe Tumults, which 
have been cauſed through the Imaginations of a 
new Kingdom; and likewiſe that Miracles are not 
to be wrought every Day. 

The Lox forbid r/o by his Coming the People 
of Gor ſhould be deſtroyed in. all Places where 
they are ſettled ; of which Number he will be the 
firſt, whoſe Blood be upon his own Head : For in 

this Conjuncture, every little Error or Fault is 
made capital. You may remember the Danger of 
the firſt Combuſtion ; and it is very probable that 
he will be an Occaſion of greater, which the Tongue 
is not able to expreſs with Words. And therefore 


by Virtue of ours, and your own Authority, you 


are to hinder him from proceeding; farther in his 
Journey, upon Pain of all thoſe Excommunications 
which our Law can impoſe ; and to force him to 
return again, both he and his Company. But if 


he ſhall in any Manner oppoſe you, and rebel a- 


gainſt your Word, your Endeavours and Law are 

ſufficient to Binder him, for it will be well for him 
and all frag). | 

For the Love of Gop, let theſe Words enter in- 

to your Ears, fince they are not vain Things ; for 


the Lives of all the eos, and his alſo, conſiſt | in 


obſerving them. And the LoRD Gop behold 


from Heaven, and have Pity upon his People . 
| Fi 2 raet, * 


ON 


— 


ns Ob | 
Tirael, Amen. 2 So be his holy Wilk: Written by 


thoſe who ſeek your Peace. 


bam Tob, Son of Khanania Fakar. . 
Moiſe Ben-veniſte, Kaleb, Son of Kbotbam, 


Jſaac Aloenacagne, Samuel, deceaſed, 
Foſeph Kazabi, Elibezer Aluff, 
Samuel Acaz/ine, Fehoſhuah Raphael Ben- 
Moiſe Bardo, Ta”. © 


By theſe Means Nethan, being diſappointed of 
his wandering Progreſs, and partly aſhamed of the 
Event of Things, contrary to his Prophecy, was 
+ reſolved, without entering Smyrna, to return Home; 
However, he obtained Leave to viſit the Sepulchre 
of his Mother, and there to receive Pardon of his 
Sins, (according to the Inſtitution of Sabatay be- 
fore - mentioned) but he firſt waſhed himſelf in the 
Sea, in Manner of Purification, and ſaid his Te- 
philla, or Prayers, at the Fquntain called by us the 
Fountain Sandta Venoranda, which is near to the 
Cemetery of the Fews, and then depart for Xo, 
with two Companions, a Servant, and three Turks, 
to conduct him ; without either admitting the Le- 
gates to Audience, or anſwering the Letter which 
was ſent him, from all the Communities of the 
Fews in Italy. | 8 | 
The Embaſſy of theſe Legates concluding in this 
Manner, they returned to the Place from whence 
they came, and the Jews again to their Wits ; fol- 
lowing their Trade of Merchandize and Brokerage 
as before, with more Quiet and Advantage, than 
they would have found in attempting to regain their 
Poſſeſſions in the Land of Promiſe. And thus 
ended this mad Frenſy amongſt the Fews, which 
might have coſt them dear, had not Sabatay renoun, 
ced his Mæſſiahſbip at the Feet of Mabumet. 


A Brief 


A Brief A CC 0 U N T : of TWENTY-ONE 


JEWISH IMPOSTORS, 


Who appeared between the Time of CHRIST 
and © SABATAY SEV1. 


» Star, in Alluſion to Numb. xxiv. 17. 
3 which appeared in the Reign of Adri- 


to Chriſtians, of whom he and his Followers ſlew 
vaſt Numbers. The Fews crowned him; and 
Aeiba, an eminent Rabbi, proclaimed him to be 


the Meſſiab. But the Roman Forces coming againſt 


them, deſtroyed an incredible Number of them, 
with their falſe Prophet, in a Place. called Bitter; 
after which thoſe; who ſurvived named him Bar 
Koziba, that is, The: Son of 'a Lie. They were 
after this. debarred the Uſe of their Synagogue, 
and baniſhed . the Land. Adrian commanded their 
Ears to be cut off ; and made a Law that none ſhould 
He permitted to come within - Sight of Jeruſalem. 
The Hardſhips and Contempt which this firſt Piece 

pf blind Credulicy brought upon them, might have 
taught them Wit; but we | | 


IL In 434 they ran mad again after Moſes Cre- 
| Zerfis, a Few of Crete, who pretended a divine 
Miſſion, and that he was ſent, like the firſt Moſes, 


; ARK OKH AB, or Te Son of a 


i an, He had a Trick of breathing 
Flames, was very cruel, eſpecially 
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to make a Paſ age for them through the Sea. They 


left their Effects behind, and following him to a 
Precipice, which hung over the Sea, at his Com- 
mand, threw themſelves headlong into the Water, 
expecting it would divide before them ; but ſuch 
as were not drowned were daſhed to Pieces againſt 
the Rocks. The reſt, beholding the miſerable End 
of their Companions, ſaw their own Folly, and 
reſolved to puniſh the Impoſtor ; but, while they 
were in the Height of their Confuſion, he had 
taken Care to ſlip out of their Hands. Cans 


III. In the Time of the Emperor Juſtin, Dbu 
Newas, by ſome called du Noan, 43d King of 
Famman, or Arabia Felix, ſurnamed Yuſef, pre- 
tended to be the Son of Moſes, and oppreſſed the 
Chriſtians, caſting thoſe into a fiery Furnace who 
refuſed to profeſs Judaiſm. But he did not long 
reign in his Cruelty, for he was taken Priſoner, and 


put to Death. © | 

IV. In 529 the Jews, in Conjunction with the 
Samaritans, rebelling in Paleſtine, made one Julian 
their King; and becauſe he ſucceeded in his At- 
tempt to deſtroy the Chriſtians, they acknowledged 
him for their Meſiah; | Succeſs being with them a 


Mark of the true Maſinb: But not long after the 
Romans, marching againſt them, deſtroyed an in- 


numerable Hoſt, together with their Leader. 


V. In 721 a certain Syrian, aſſuming the Name 
of Meſſiah, was eagerly followed by the credulous 
Fews. But into this they were rather forced by 
the Chriſtians, who at that Time treated them with 
great Severity, than led by Choice; and as it is 
natural for Men in Diſtreſs to wiſh for a Deliverer, 
they the more readily put their Truſt in this Im- 


ſtor. | 
0 VI. The 


| 


L631. 
VI. The fixth pretended Maſiab of the Jews 

peared in France, in the Year 1137, and brought 
Deſtruction both on himſelf and them, as others 
had done before. 1+ 4 


VII. Yet the very next Year, the poor eaſily- 

deluded Fews quitted all to ramble after another 
falſe Meſſiab, who aroſe in Per/ia, and would needs 
wage War with the King himſelf. The Soltan, 


alarmed at this Attempt, ſent to acquaint the es 


who dwelt in his Dominions, that, if they did not 
divert this Impoſtor from his Deſign, he would 
put them all to Death, with their Wives and Chil- 
dren. The People, terrified, intreat the Rebel to 
march back; but he anſwers haughtily, That he 
Was come to ſave them, and they would not be ſaved : 
Adding, That he would make the King of Perſia, 
though ſo formidable to them, fly at the very Sound of 
his Arms. They aſked him, by what Sign would 
he prove himſelf the Maſſiab? He anſwers, That 
he would prove it by his Succeſſes, and that there was 
no Need of any other Proof. The Jews replied, 
That many had pretended as much before, with very ill 
Succeſs: At which Freedom he was much offended, 
and ſent them away in great Anger. However, 
next Day, on renewing their Application, at- 


_ tended with their Children, he, in Compaſſion to 
the young Generation, told them, He would with 
| draw, provided the King would defray all the Ex- 


pences of his Expedition. The Jews remonſtrating, 
that it was unreaſonable to imagine ſo great a 
Prince ſhould ſtoop ſo low, Let me no more hear 


fuch Words, cried the Impoſtor, otherwiſe half bis 
Kingdom ſhall not ſatisfy me. The Jews report this 
Anſwer to the Soltan, who complies with the De- 


mand: But it proved an Occaſion of great Afflicti- 
ons to them afterwards ; and colt the Impoſtor his 


Head. | | 
; VIII. In 


„ 
VIII. In the ſame Century aroſe another Impoſtor 


in Spain, on whoſe Account the credulous Fews 


were almoſt extirpated throughout that Kingdom. 
Yet, | 


IX. They live after danced after a ſecond iri Fez, 
who proven no truer than the reſt : and, 


*. ks. if this was the Age of Impoſtors, 


a third appeared in the very ſame Year in Arabia, 


who pretended to be the Forerunner of the Meſſiah. 
The Jews of thoſe Quarters on this Occaſion wrote 
to the famous Maimonides, on Account of his Doc- 
trine, and the Miracles which they had ſeen him 
work, deſpiſing the Opinion of this learned Rabbi, 
which was, that the Perſon in queſtion was a poor 1g- 
norant Man, and void of Wiſdom, th be feared Gop; 
and that all which he was ſaid to have done was falſe. 
This Rabbi adds, that the Impoſtor was afterwards 
taken and forſaken by his Adherents: That, being 
brought before the Arabian King, he ſaid, That be 


had ſpoken the Truth, and atted by, a divine Commi- 


ſion. The King requiring a Sign, or Miracle to 
confirm his Commiſſion, the Man replied, Cut off 
my Head, and Twill riſe again, and live as before. 
The King told him, That would certainly convince 
him, and all the World of the Truth of his Miſſion. 


His Head was accordingly cut off; but, as was 


naturally to be expected, he never roſe again: And 


this brought many Troubles on the ſurviving 7ews. 


Here is an Inſtance of a Perſon who died, in Sup- 
port of his Impoſture, either wittingly, or en- 


thuſiaſtically. 


XI. The ſame Rabbi tells us of another Impo- 


ſtor, who about the ſame Time let up for the Meſſi- 


ah; and, as a Proof thereof, declared, That, whereas 


he was leprous over Night, he would be ſound the 


next 


[65] 
next Manes: But he was not as er 5 his 
Vord. | 


— A twelfth Me Naß 3 in Perfia about 
the Year 1174, which only brought more Traube 
on his deluded Country men. 


XIII. The next aroſe in Moravia, and was. nam- 
ed David Almuſter. He was a great Kabbaliſt, and 
endeavoured to keep out of the King's Reach: But 
that Prince ordered the Jews to ſecure and deliver 
him up under a ſevere Penalty. Accordingly be- 
ing taken, he was put to Death: And his Nation 
condemned to pay a very great Sum of Money. 


XIV. N either the Tranſactions nor the W 
Time of the 14th, pretended Meſſiah is mentioned 


by Authors: But there is a good end. related of 
che next, : 


XV. This was named David el David or, * 
ing to others, Alroy. He aroſe in Per/ia, and was 
eminent for Knowledge and Learning. He rebel- 
led againſt the King, promiſing to bring the Jews 
to Jeruſalem and throw off the Yoke of the Gentiles. 
As he wrought prodigious Miracles, ſays Solomon 
Ben Virga and Rabbi Benjamin of Tudela, to con- 
firm his Miſſion, the Jews acknowledged him for 
their Mzftab, and were perſuaded to revolt. He 
readily appeared before the King on the firſt Sum- 
mons ; and being aſked, It he was King of theJews? 
declared he was. On this he was imprifoned, but 
ſoon eſcaped, and preſented himſelf before the 
Soltan a ſecond Time; but in ſuch a Manner that 
they who were about the King could not ſee 
him, but only heard his Voice. He eſcaped again 
out of that Prince's Tap after a very uns 


Manner; 3 


[ 66 
Manner But was at laſt ſlain by his Procurement; 
and the Jews obliged to pay a large Sum of Money 
to pacify his Perſian. Majeſty's Wrath. Beſides 
which, they were greatly oppreffed in the ſeveral 
Countries where they dwelt, in order to prevent 
their frequent Rebellions; but theſe Severities per- 
haps only made them the more ready to ſeek a 


XVI. In 1222, another pretended Meſſab ap- 


peared in Germany, whom the Jews called Ben Ba- 


vid, or the Son of David. And the fame Year 
thoſe about Worms expected one to be born of a 
young Woman, who was then big with Child. 
Her Gallant had artfully perſuaded her Parents of 
this by a Voice which they believed came from. 
Heaven : But the young Woman happening to be 


delivered-of a Daughter, the Impoſture miſcarried. 


Jobn of Lent produces ſeveral Teſtimonies to prove 


this Fact. 


XVII. In 1497, the Fews in Perſia were impoſed 
on by another falſe Maſſiab, whom they | crou d ed 
after, in Expectation of Deliverance ; but it came 
to nothing. n EY Vt 


XVIII. In 1500, Lemlem, an Auſtrian Jew, pre- 


tended to be the Meſſiah; or, as others ſay, the 
Fore- runner of him. He foretold, that the Mefiab 


| would come the ſame Year: So that all the 
difperſed Fews believed in him, and many of the 


Gentiles that is, Chriſtians, Mabumetans, &c. 
He pulled down his Oven, in which he baked 
theit Cakes for the Paſſover, being confident that 
the following Year he ſhould bake them in the 
Holy Land. This is the Account of Rabbi Davi 


Gantz, who adds, that Rabdi Eleazer told him 


Lemlem 


[6] 
Lemlem proved his Prediction by ſome Sign or 
Miracle. But of what Proof are Miracles, if they 
can be wrought to ſupport a Falſhood / 


XIX. In 1334, another Impoſtor aroſe in Spain, 
giving, himſelf out to be the Maſſiab; but with 
very bad Succeſs, for he was burnt for his pre- 
tended+Miffian, by Command of Charles v. 

XX. About 1614, a twentieth falſe Chrift ap- 
peared in the Eaſt-Indies, and was followed by the 
Portugueſe Fews. . 


XXI. Laſtly, in 1624, or 1625, an Impoſtor 
appeared in the Low Countries, who pretended to 
be the Meſſiab, of the Family of David and Line 


of Nathan the Prophet. He gave out, that he 


would overthrow the Kingdoms both of Anti- 
chriſt and the Turks : He likewiſe undertook to 
demoliſh Rome; and was indeed Enthuſiaſt enough 
to undertake any thing. es 


From the preceding Hiſtories of ImposToRs, 
a a Few ought to draw the following Concluſions, 
as Rules for his future Conduct. 


1. E * the Multitude is ready to believe 

the groſſeſt Impoſture on the ſlighteſt Ap- 
pearances; and even ſwear they ſee Miracles, when 
n 0 COONS 4 4 


2. That Men reputed pious and diſintereſted, 
as well as learned and jucicious, are capable of 
joining to ſupport an Impoſture. 

3. That 


„ —_ 
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= 4 Miracle on the Teſtimony. of. others; i 
to avoid the Hazard of being deceived,” ought” 
ſolely to. rely on che lere of his own Senſe 


and! eafon. e i En Fs 

4. That ede the ſeeming e 0d Dit. 
intereſtedneſs, nor real Learning and Difcernment, 
of the Witneſſes, ſhould oblige a Man to believe 


them incapable either of 8 or Nes 8 * 
ceived. _ 


Wh 5. That a Perſon's * in Su part of * 
* | e or Doctrine, is ot. a Proof of its 
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GE 20. 1. 25. for 1653, read 16504, P. 21. l. 34. 
on r. 1666: P. 25, l. 31. after May r. bes. 
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